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Abstract

The aim of this study is to identify and critically analyze teacher disposition from the
perspective of care ethics. Using an analytical-deductive method, the research first examines and
conceptualizes the key components of teachers’ character across two dimensions: instructional
and educational (moral—formative). It then analyzes the general principles of care ethics, with
particular attention to their implications for education. From the standpoint of care ethics, the
instructional dimension of teachers’ character includes diversity in content presentation,
facilitation of learning, and responsiveness to learners’ needs, while the educational dimension
encompasses role modeling, commitment and responsibility, trustworthiness, humility, and moral
sensitivity. In the critical evaluation stage, the study first reviews major critiques of care ethics,
such as the rejection of universality, the neglect of justice and autonomy, and tendencies toward
essentialism. It then addresses critiques specific to the application of care ethics in teaching,
including the risk of emotional dependency, challenges in implementation within overcrowded
classrooms, and structural and institutional constraints. The analysis indicates that, according to
Noddings, a caring approach to teaching fosters an environment that expands moral space and
sustains relationships of care and trust between teachers and students. Core elements of this
approach include attentive listening, dialogue, critical thinking, reflective responsiveness, and the
creation of meaningful connections between academic disciplines and lived experience. At the
same time, care ethics emphasizes compassion, contextual sensitivity, attention to particularity,
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and commitment to meeting others’ needs. When applied thoughtfully and in harmony with
cultural and religious values as well as supportive educational structures, this approach can
enhance students’ motivation, promote trust and a sense of security, and positively influence
academic performance. Overall, recognizing the components of teachers’ character from a care
ethics perspective highlights the simultaneous importance of instructional competence and
moral-emotional support in fostering empathy and holistic student development.
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Synopsis

are ethics is a theory derived from feminist thought and, in a way inspired by maternal ethics,
which has its roots in the works of Carol Gillican and has been expanded by philosophers such
as Nell Noddings, Michael Slott, Sarah Roddick, etc. Care ethics is a perspective whose main
concern is care and responsibility, and the most important ethical requirements of this approach
revolve around care, not harming others, and avoiding selfishness. Therefore, from the
perspective of care ethics, the primary goal of all teachers should be to educate students who are
competent, caring, and kind. This research, with the aim of recognizing and critically analyzing
the character of a teacher from the perspective of care ethics and using an analytical-deductive
research approach, has examined the theories of a number of experts in the field of care ethics;
for example, Gilligan, who speaks of two distinct ethical perspectives: justice-oriented and care-
oriented. Noddings also considers caring for others as the goal of moral education. Toronto and
Myroff also see the purpose of caring for another as self-actualization and contributing to the
growth of another. For Slott, empathy is the foundation of the ethics of care, and Roddick sees
motherhood as a symbol and formative experience of caregiving for many women and men.
After examining the opinions of experts in the field of caring ethics, the components of teacher
character and behavior in two educational and training dimensions were recognized and
concluded that the components of educational character include: connecting the subject matter
with the experiences of students, taking it easy in teaching, communication skills, teaching based
on the interests and needs of the learner, mastery of the subject, participatory evaluation, receiving
feedback, diversity in presenting content, receptive listening, attention to developmental needs,
participatory learning, interdisciplinary thinking, attention to cognitive capacities and fostering
critical thinking, the instructor's knowledge of himself and the learner, classroom management,
and the components of educational character include: being a role model, commitment and
responsibility, sincere conversation with students, approval and encouragement, trust, humility,
patience, observing justice, refraining from harmful behavior, honesty, attention to spiritual
matters, attention to social and cultural dimensions, respect and empathy.

A brief review of the criticisms made to the theory of care ethics by a number of experts shows
that: firstly; the main criticisms made to this theory are related to the negation of generalism and
universality and the limitation of this theory to detail and situationism and attention to the private
sphere and those who have deep emotional relationships. In other words, the critics' argument is
that the situationism and relationality of care ethics have created a challenge to global ethical
standards that lead to moral relativism and in which the behavior of individuals is justified solely
on the basis of personal relationships and not on the basis of moral considerations. Second;
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because the formation of a care relationship is based on two-way communication, responsiveness
and need-relief, and empathy, and in most cases, the care relationships that are formed are based
on inequality and being in an unequal position of power, the opinion of experts is to emphasize
the principle of justice and virtue in this matter. On the other hand, due to empathy and
motivational transfer in this relationship, it is necessary to pay attention to virtue ethics, both in
practice and in the intention of the moral agent, while the rule of virtue ethics in the care
relationship will prevent the formation of a harmful relationship. Third; Critics argue that the
ethics of care may unintentionally lead to paternalistic attitudes (power inequality) in which
caregivers impose their needs or judgments on those they care for, and undermine the autonomy
of care recipients. Fourth; Critics believe that the ethics of care ignores the autonomy of the cared
for and the caregiver. Fifth; Some feminist thinkers believe that the ethics of care, due to its
emphasis on essentialism, reduces the act of care to a maternal and feminine duty and reinforces
gender stereotypes. Among the most important criticisms made by researchers to the educational
and training themes of the ethics of care can also be: Learners' misunderstanding of the caregiving
relationship due to cultural differences, emotional decision-making and judgments, structural
problems in implementing some caregiving principles in the field of teaching subjects, the
possibility of the learner's abdication of responsibility for performing assigned tasks, failure to
respect boundaries between the instructor and the learner, and the time-consuming nature of the
caregiving process were mentioned.

Conclusion

A look at the research findings shows that a large part of the characteristics of the ethics of care
are consistent with the prevailing social philosophy and religious culture of our country. On the
other hand, in the field of education and training, many of the ethical principles proposed in the
theory of ethics of care are consistent with the philosophy of education and training of the country.
He pointed out issues such as relating subjects to the needs of life, self-evaluation, the principle
of responsibility, maintaining human dignity and honor, benevolence and fairness, not
undermining comprehensive independence, and avoiding self-centeredness. Accordingly, the
theory of ethics of care can be very fruitful in social life, especially in the field of education and
training and the teaching and learning process, as well as in the relationship between school
parents and students, and increase motivation and enthusiasm among students. Although some of
the principles mentioned in this theory cannot be relied upon and implemented, both structurally
and culturally, the more pragmatic nature of this theory in the field of education and training, as
well as the emphasis on ethical behavior and the dominance of an emotional atmosphere in the
learning environment, can have a significant impact on student performance and the creation of
harmony and empathy. In general, the ethics of care provides a valuable framework for moral
education and interpersonal relationships, but its application requires a careful examination of its
limitations and differences with other ethical principles. Given the importance of the teacher
disposition in educating and raising students and considering the social and cultural conditions
of society, it can be concluded that the teacher's empathetic and respectful behavior, along with
expertise and skill, will have a double effect in motivating students to progress and self-esteem,
especially in an era when we are witnessing cultural changes and adolescents' tendency towards
morality has diminished.
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