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Abstract

Persuasion in mystical literature is not limited to making an audience accept a proposition; it
may function as part of a pedagogical process in which cognition, emotion, credibility, and
readiness for action interact. This study examines Mawlana Rumi’s persuasive techniques in
Book Three of the Masnavi in relation to ethical and spiritual education. In the revised
version, the analysis moves beyond a simple rational/emotional dichotomy and uses the
interaction of logos, pathos, and ethos as the main analytical framework. Religious references
are treated separately as scriptural warrants rather than being automatically classified as
rational argument. The study adopts a qualitative directed content-analysis approach. The
research population is the whole of Book Three of the Masnavi, which contains 4,810
couplets according to the Nicholson-based count; the primary unit of analysis is the couplet,
while the story or narrative section serves as the contextual unit. The examples reported in
the original manuscript were re-coded for the present revision. To avoid an unsupported
quantitative claim, the former statement that allegory and storytelling have the highest
frequency in the entire book has been removed. The analysis shows that storytelling, allegory,
simile, Qur’anic and hadith-based references, proverbs and maxims, advice, repetition,
allusion, and indirect expression generally operate in combination rather than isolation.
Allegory becomes persuasive when it renders an abstract proposition experientially
accessible; storytelling creates identification and allows the audience to encounter the
consequences of a moral choice indirectly; and scriptural reference strengthens normative
legitimacy. The article’s contribution therefore lies not merely in listing persuasive devices,
but in explaining how their combination can form a pedagogical persuasive process that
moves the audience from understanding toward evaluation, acceptance, and readiness for
action.

Keywords: Persuading the audience, the third book of the Masnavi Manavi, Rumi,
educational approach, allegory
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Synopsis

Persuasion is one of the important topics in the field of communication, and humans, as social
beings, inevitably, willingly or unwillingly, use various methods to persuade their audience
in their relationships with others. Mystics have also paid attention to persuading the audience
in their works and speeches, because guiding people and solving their problems has been the
concern of many mystics. For this purpose, they have used methods and techniques to better
influence the mind and psyche of the audience. Among these mystics, Rumi can be mentioned
in his famous mystical work, "The Spiritual Mathnavi". The present article examines the
methods that Rumi used to influence his audience in terms of education using a qualitative
(analytical-descriptive) method (Amirkaveh and Eslami, 2016: 175).

For this purpose, Rumi's moral and educational teachings in the third book of the spiritual
Masnavi were examined, and then the persuasive methods he used in teaching issues that
have an educational approach were examined.

The spiritual Masnavi is one of the masterpieces of Persian literature and one of the
masterpieces of mystical works. This book is full of mystical and educational teachings that
Rumi composed to guide and educate his audience (all humans). Throughout this work, Rumi
has tried to influence his audience as much as possible, and for this purpose, he has used
various methods such as allegory, storytelling, verses, and narrations.

The research method in this article is analytical-descriptive. To gather the evidence,
examples, and required materials, the third book of the Masnavi was carefully studied.

To persuade and convince his audience and teach them educational issues and matters, Rumi
used various methods, such as repetition, advice, storytelling, using verses from the Quran,
allusion, parable, irony, simile, and reasoning, which are discussed in this article. But what
is noteworthy is that he himself has mentioned that giving advice and conveying the message
to the audience is his mission (Maulana, 1939: 10); In this way, he has introduced his goal
and duty as informing people and their happiness; therefore, it is quite logical that he uses
certain techniques to convince the audience and make his words effective.

Conclusion

In this article, after examining Rumi's persuasive methods in the third book of the spiritual
Masnavi with an educational approach, the following results were obtained: Rumi used
various literary and verbal methods to persuade his audience in an educational and
educational way. He used parables and storytelling the most. In this way, almost the entire
Masnavi, and especially its third book, is full of stories and parables that the poet has used to
consolidate his concepts in the minds of his audience. After the parables, he also has some
advice and recommendations for his audience and has tried to instill them in the audience
with a fatherly and teacher-like language. Also, in Rumi's verses, a large number of Quranic
verses can be seen. Rumi sometimes used the exact verses and sometimes translated or
explained their meaning. Rumi also made extensive use of Persian and Arabic proverbs and
sayings in his poems. The poet paid great attention to the reasonableness of the concepts and
meanings of his words; for this reason, after mentioning the concepts and meanings, he also
provided arguments to strengthen them. The use of literary devices such as alliteration,
simile, and irony were other methods used by Rumi in the third book of the spiritual Masnavi
to convince his audience.
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