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Abstract

Research on the teaching of philosophy has mostly focused on assessing the educational
outcomes of this course, paying less attention to how the subject is constituted within the
power relations of the philosophy classroom. This study was conducted to investigate the
event of subjectification in high school philosophy education, based on a Foucauldian reading
and focusing on the narratives of teachers and students. The study adopted a qualitative
approach using directed content analysis. Participants included 9 available philosophy and
logic teachers and 11 twelfth-grade humanities students from academic high schools in Neka,
who were selected purposefully considering the diversity of their responses. After extracting
semantic units, initial coding, and organizing them into sub-themes and main themes, the
data were analyzed through the lens of Foucauldian concepts. The findings revealed that
philosophy education was effective in shaping the philosophical subject across three
domains: insight, attitude, and action. In the production of the philosophical subject, the
emergence of features such as questioning and reasoning, acceptance of differing
perspectives and ambiguity, increased self-confidence in expressing opinions, participation
in dialogue, and reflection on personal decisions were observable. At the same time, these
findings contain implicit guidelines for improving the philosophy classroom. These
guidelines were presented at four levels: teaching methods practices, the teacher’s role and

relations with students, assessment practices, and the classroom and school level.
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Synopsis

This study examines the process of subjectivation and resistance in secondary-school
philosophy teaching through a Foucauldian reading of the lived experiences of philosophy
teachers and students. Previous research on philosophy teaching has predominantly focused
on the educational effects and outcomes of philosophy courses, while paying comparatively
less attention to the relations of power and resistance through which students’ ways of
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thinking, valuing, and acting are shaped. The present study approaches the philosophy
classroom not merely as a setting for transmitting philosophical knowledge, but as a network
of power relations in which teachers, students, curricular content, textbooks, and assessment
practices participate in the production of meaning and the formation of subjects. Accordingly,
the central concern of the study is to understand how philosophy teaching contributes to
processes of subjectivation and how these processes are accompanied by forms of resistance.
The theoretical orientation of the study draws selectively on several Foucauldian concepts,
particularly discourse, power/knowledge, technologies of the self, subjectivation, and
resistance. These concepts are not treated as predetermined categories imposed
independently on the empirical material. Rather, the study begins with the lived experiences
and accounts of teachers and students and subsequently reads and interprets these accounts
through a Foucauldian framework. In this sense, Foucault provides an interpretive framework
for understanding the empirical findings rather than replacing the participants’ accounts with
an exclusively theoretical analysis. The classroom is therefore conceptualized as a dynamic
field in which power is not possessed exclusively by the teacher or students but circulates
through their relationships and through institutional and pedagogical arrangements.

The study employed a qualitative approach and directed qualitative content analysis.
Participants consisted of nine philosophy and logic teachers and eleven twelfth-grade
students in humanities programs from secondary schools in Behshahr, Iran. Participants were
selected through purposive maximum-variation sampling. Data were collected through semi-
structured interviews and analyzed through several stages of coding, including open,
selective, and theoretical coding. The interview data were examined with particular attention
to three dimensions of students’ experiences—insight, attitude, and action—while resistance
was analyzed as an important dimension of the dynamics of subjectivation and power.

The findings indicate that philosophy teaching is associated with changes in students’ insight,
attitude, and action. At the level of insight, participants described greater questioning,
independent thinking, reasoning, reflection, and reconsideration of previously accepted
assumptions. At the level of attitude, changes included greater confidence in expressing
viewpoints, greater acceptance of different perspectives, tolerance of disagreement and
ambiguity, and a more reflective relation to oneself and others. At the level of action, the
findings pointed to changes such as greater participation in philosophical dialogue, more
conscious decision-making, and attempts to reconsider and modify ways of thinking and
acting. These findings suggest that philosophy teaching can contribute to the formation of a
philosophical subject characterized by questioning, reflection, relative autonomy, and
responsibility.

At the same time, the process of subjectivation was neither uniform nor complete. The
findings revealed forms of resistance among both students and teachers. Among students,
lack of interest, limited participation in dialogue, persistence of previous patterns of thinking,
and the perception of philosophy as having little practical value appeared as obstacles to the
realization of the intended effects of philosophy teaching. Such responses indicate that the
discourse of philosophy does not completely determine students’ ways of thinking and acting.
Resistance therefore emerges within, rather than outside, relations of power. Among teachers,
resistance and limitation appeared primarily in relation to institutional conditions, including
restricted instructional time, the density of the curriculum, and the dominance of assessment
requirements. Teachers themselves were consequently positioned within institutional
relations of power that shaped the scope of their professional action.
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From a Foucauldian perspective, these findings demonstrate that the philosophy classroom
operates through a network of power relations in which power and resistance are intertwined.
The teacher is not understood as the sole possessor of power, nor is the student simply a
passive recipient of pedagogical influence. Rather, power circulates through pedagogical
practices, curricular arrangements, assessment mechanisms, and interactions between
teachers and students. Resistance similarly takes multiple forms and may be expressed
through students’ disengagement, limited participation, persistence of previous ways of
thinking, or teachers’ encounters with institutional constraints. The findings thus support an
understanding of the classroom as a field of power—resistance relations rather than a simple
hierarchical structure.

Conclusion

The findings suggest that philosophy teaching is not simply a process of transmitting
philosophical knowledge or producing predetermined learning outcomes. It is a relational
process through which particular ways of thinking, valuing, and acting are encouraged and
through which students may develop greater questioning, reflection, dialogue, and relative
autonomy. At the same time, the findings demonstrate that subjectivation is neither linear nor
complete. Resistance among students, as well as the institutional constraints experienced by
teachers, indicates that the effects of pedagogical practices are never fully predetermined.
From a Foucauldian perspective, the philosophy classroom can therefore be understood as a
field of circulating power relations rather than a simple hierarchical relationship in which
power belongs exclusively to the teacher. Power operates through pedagogical interactions,
curricular arrangements, and assessment practices, while resistance emerges within these
same relations. Students’ disengagement, limited participation, and questioning of the
usefulness of philosophy, as well as teachers’ experiences of institutional constraints, reveal
different ways in which subjects respond to and negotiate relations of power.

The study consequently shifts attention from whether philosophy teaching produces
particular outcomes to how subjectivation occurs within classroom relations and how it is
accompanied by resistance. The formation of a philosophical subject should thus be
understood as a dynamic and relational process shaped simultaneously by pedagogical
practices, institutional conditions, teachers’ experiences, students’ responses, and resistance.
A Foucauldian reading makes this interaction between power, subjectivation, and
resistance visible while retaining the empirical starting point of the study in the lived
experiences of teachers and students.
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