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Abstract

This study examines how ideological frameworks have shaped Afghanistan’s educational
policies over the past century. The influence of ruling ideologies on education is common,
but in Afghanistan, this process has undergone significant transformations. The primary
research question explores the ideological mechanisms and their effects on educational
policies. We hypothesize that dominant ideologies played a decisive role in shaping these
policies. Findings indicate that four distinct ideological mechanisms have influenced
educational policies: secular nationalism under Amanullah Khan, communist ideologies
during Soviet rule, religious orthodoxy under the Taliban, and liberal democracy post-2001.
Each era reflects broader struggles over national identity and state legitimacy, with education
serving as a battleground for competing ideologies.
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Synopsis:

This study examines the ideological mechanisms that have shaped educational policies in
Afghanistan over the past century. While the influence of dominant ideologies on educational
systems is a global phenomenon, Afghanistan presents a unique case due to its turbulent
political history and frequent ideological shifts. The central research question is: How have
ideological mechanisms influenced Afghanistan's educational policies over the past century?
The hypothesis posits that the ruling ideologies of each era have played a decisive role in
shaping educational policies and curricula. Using a documentary and descriptive-analytical
approach, this research draws on library resources, academic articles, and reputable journals
to analyze the interplay between ideology and education. The findings reveal that
Afghanistan's educational policies have been shaped by four distinct ideological frameworks:
(1) the monarchical era, emphasizing individual and familial authority; (2) the communist
regime, promoting revolutionary and socialist ideals; (3) the Mujahideen and Taliban periods,
characterized by religious and Islamist ideologies; and (4) the post-2001 era, marked by
efforts to institutionalize liberal democratic values. This study concludes that the instability
of Afghanistan’s educational system is a direct consequence of its ideological dependence on

®

©2025 The author(s). This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY 4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, as long as the
original authors and source are cited. No permission is required from the authors or the publishers.


mailto:eslami.r@um.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-5389-8363
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7429-6105

WSy 0T 36 5 oS5 sl sladS s 5 5l V¥ Jle o) oyles VF oyss

transient political regimes, highlighting the need for a more stable and inclusive educational
framework.

Education is a cornerstone of state-building, serving as a tool for social cohesion, cultural
transmission, and ideological indoctrination. In Afghanistan, the educational system has been
profoundly influenced by the ideological shifts of its ruling regimes over the past century.
From the monarchical era to the communist regime, the rise of Islamist groups, and the post-
2001 democratic transition, each period has left an indelible mark on the country's
educational policies. This study seeks to explore how these ideological mechanisms have
shaped Afghanistan's educational landscape, focusing on the interplay between political
power and educational reform.

The concept of ideology, as defined by Lalande (2006), encompasses four dimensions: (1)
the degree of desirability for an individual or group; (2) intrinsic worth; (3) functional value;
and (4) exchange value within a specific social and temporal context. These dimensions
provide a useful framework for understanding how ideologies are embedded in educational
policies. In Afghanistan, the educational system has been a battleground for competing
ideologies, each seeking to legitimize its authority and shape the nation's future.

The primary research question is: How have ideological mechanisms influenced
Afghanistan's educational policies over the past century? The study hypothesizes that the
dominant ideologies of each era have played a decisive role in shaping educational policies,
often prioritizing political and ideological goals over pedagogical needs. This hypothesis is
grounded in the theoretical framework of Louis Althusser, who argues that educational
institutions serve as ideological state apparatuses, reproducing the values and norms of the
ruling class.

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing documentary research to
examine the historical evolution of Afghanistan's educational policies. Data collection is
based on library resources, academic articles, and reputable journals, ensuring a
comprehensive analysis of both primary and secondary sources. The theoretical framework
is informed by Althusser's concept of ideological state apparatuses, which posits that
educational systems serve as instruments for perpetuating the ideologies of the ruling class.
By applying this framework, the study aims to uncover the mechanisms through which
ideologies have influenced educational policies in Afghanistan.

1. The Monarchical Era (1919-1978):

The reign of Amanullah Khan marked the introduction of modern education in Afghanistan,
with an emphasis on secularism and national unity. Educational policies during this period
were designed to consolidate the authority of the monarchy, with schools serving as tools for
promoting loyalty to the ruling family. However, these reforms faced resistance from
conservative elements, limiting their impact.

2. The Communist Regime (1978-1992):

The communist government sought to transform Afghanistan's educational system into a
vehicle for socialist ideology. Schools and universities were restructured to promote Marxist-
Leninist principles, with an emphasis on class struggle and revolutionary consciousness.
However, the regime's ideological agenda was undermined by widespread resistance,
particularly in rural areas.

3. The Mujahideen and Taliban Eras (1992-2001):

The rise of Islamist groups led to the Islamization of Afghanistan's educational system. Under
the Taliban, education was heavily influenced by religious teachings, with a focus on Islamic
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jurisprudence and Quranic studies. Secular education was marginalized, and girls were
largely excluded from formal schooling.

4. The Post-2001 Era:

Following the fall of the Taliban, Afghanistan's educational system underwent significant
reforms, with an emphasis on liberal democratic values. The new curriculum incorporated
human rights, gender equality, and democratic governance, reflecting the ideological
priorities of the international community. However, these reforms have faced challenges,
including resistance from conservative groups and a lack of resources.

Conclusion:

This study demonstrates that Afghanistan's educational policies have been deeply influenced
by the ideological priorities of its ruling regimes. Each era has brought significant changes
to the educational system, reflecting the broader political and ideological shifts in the country.
While the post-2001 reforms represent a departure from the past, the legacy of ideological
dependence continues to shape Afghanistan's educational landscape. To build a more stable
and inclusive educational system, Afghanistan must move beyond the transient ideologies of
its past and prioritize the long-term needs of its students and society.
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