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Abstract

The main purpose of this study is an analytical study of Humboldt Bildung's idea and its
educational implications. Today, Bildung is proposed as a fundamental concept in education
that has special implications for the contemporary philosophy of education. This is because
Bildung provides a philosophical framework for conceptualizing human growth and
development, and relates this evolution to education in a normative way. One interpretation of
the Bildung concept is Humboldt's interpretation. This study uses the method of conceptual
interpretation, concept development, and philosophical analysis to explain the conditions for
the realization of Bildung and its components from Humboldt's point of view. Then, by showing
the relationship between these components, it clarifies the foundations and principles of
education. The result of this study indicates that in Humboldt's thought, man does not achieve
a goal from the beginning he needs becoming and this becoming depends on willful, purposeful,
and endless action. Achieving Bildung in this process requires freedom, social interaction,
variety of situations, comprehensive interaction with the world, as well as achieving a
harmonious and homogeneous personality, which according to Humboldt is Bildung's goal and
end. The anthropological foundations of Humboldt-Bildung's idea show that man is a dynamic
being, not merely a body, but a unity of the truth of the soul with the body. Also, in Humboldt's
thought, every human being is a unique being who achieves self-realization in the context of
society and with social interaction, and finally, it is the richness of various conditions and
situations that flourishes man's latent talents. Principles derived from the anthropological
foundations of Humboldt-Bildung's idea include "human agency", "mutual influence of internal
and external forces", "social interaction™ and "the other" principles. Education as Bildung can
promote a new concept and view of education in the history of education in this region.
Keywords: Humboldt Idea, Bildung, anthropology, educational implications

Synopsis:

Today's world has undergone countless changes. Among the results of these changes, people
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are moving away from the sublime and spiritual meanings of life and moving towards a
material life without spiritual meanings. Therefore, one of the important concerns of today's
educational philosophers is to examine the ways of guiding life toward meaning and
spirituality. One of the most important solutions in this regard is to reconstruct the concept
of education in such a way that it has transcendental and meaning-making values. Dealing
with the concept of "Bildung" in this research has been done in this direction.
In a comprehensive study of Bildung and Schule, Dohmen concluded in 1964 that the concept
of “Bildung” is one of the most ambiguous and vague fundamental concepts of German
pedagogy (Dohmen, 1964, p. 15). This concept was given special consideration in the
curriculum of the gymnasium (Phillips, 2010) and Humboldt University (Konrad, 2012, p.
110). Indeed, this ideal concept generally refers to perfecting the person's "‘true nature," or
““higher self."(Horlacher, 2004). At the end of the eighteenth century, the concept of Bildung
was introduced in German educational and pedagogical discourses. This concept was
introduced mainly through Johann Gottfried Herder and Wilhelm von Humboldt
(Masschelein & Ricken, 2003, p. 140). Wilhelm von Humboldt (1767-1835), who was a
Prussian government official directing the education section in the Kultusministerium
[ministry of culture], not only formulated the idea of Bildung in a theory but also created an
institution for it, the university. The reform of the higher schools and the university at the
start of the nineteenth century, for which Humboldt was responsible, was oriented towards
an ideal of Bildung that centered on studies of Latin, Greek, mathematics, literature, and
history (Horlacher, 2012, PP. 135-140). One has to consider the entirety of Humboldt's
philosophy of art, political theories, and psychology of language if one hopes to deduce
Humboldt's thoughts on the problem of Bildung (Konrad, 2010: 109).
The problem of this research is to examine the possibility of correctly facing the challenge
of the lack of spiritual load of educational systems and a one-dimensional view of human
beings. This review is based on the Bildong idea. hence, firstly, the explanation and analysis
of this idea has been discussed and then we will explore the implications it has for education
and especially for the design of a correct and effective confrontation with the challenges of
the field of education. Therefore, this research seeks to answer two main questions
concerning Humboldt's idea of Bildung and its educational implications.
1. How do anthropological foundations align with Humboldt's concept of Bildung?
2. What educational principles emerge from Humboldt's anthropological perspective within
the Bildung idea?
Conclusion:
A correct understanding of Humboldt's idea of Bildung requires a correct understanding of
the philosophical foundations of his thought. In Humboldt's view, Bildung is influenced by
his idea of man; A person who is on the path of education and reaching Bildung towards
excellence and growth, a person who is on the path of becoming and flourishing, is free,
active, and autonomous, and everything that limits this freedom should be removed. In
Humboldt's view, freedom is natural and inherent freedom; Therefore, for Humboldt,
individual self-improvement in the Bildung process can only reach its highest level when the
government's limited intervention provides security; Otherwise, the government will not raise
slaves instead of raising independent and free men and women. Study Humboldt's idea of
Bildung and its components draws a path for education that contrasts it with the current
education system; Education that educates people in the direction of predetermined goals and
certain formats and frameworks, and this is exactly the opposite of Humboldt's idea of
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Bildung. In Humboldt's views, Bildung takes on a broad and novel meaning that originates
from his comparative anthropology and new humanism.

The human being considered by Humboldt has various aspects that all of them should be
cultivated and this multi-faceted whole comes to fruition under the shadow of an important
principle called freedom. Of course, Humboldt emphasizes that freedom alone is not enough
and must be another important principle to realize Bildung, and that is social interaction,
which requires another understanding. In fact, according to him, it is in synchronicity and
companionship with the group that the individual grows and is freed from mental chains; In
other words, Humboldt considers the realization of individual Bildung as a collective
Bildung, and where a person reaches another's understanding is the starting point of
spirituality; Therefore, what highlights the necessity of realizing Bildung in the educational
system is paying attention to spirituality, finding meaning and analyzing meaning, which with
the capacity that bildung creates for the individual through its components and principles,
such as "freedom", "the connection between me and the world", "social interaction",
"understanding the other", etc., leads to the existential development of the individual.

The existential development of a person also requires awareness of the phenomenon of
alienation and trying to correct and realize oneself through another means; In the sense that
individuality develops so much through Bildung that it considers the other and others as its
own, and incorporates and digests the entire universe. With these interpretations, the purpose
and goal of education in Humboldt's view are to reach humanity, an ideal human being, and
a homogeneous, consistent, and balanced personality. Considering the goal of education, the
foundations and principles have been deduced from the idea of Humboldt's Bildung, which
are briefly mentioned.

The anthropological foundations of Humboldt's Bildung idea are 1. Man is a dynamic being
2. Man is a unity of mind and body 3. Multiple situations 4. Collective identity. The principles
corresponding to these foundations are: 1. The principle of human agency, 2. The principle
of the mutual influence of the soul and the body, 3. The principle of the other, and 4. The
principle of social interaction.
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1. Theorie der Bildung des Menschen
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Abstract

In this paper, Derrida's viewpoint on the need to teach philosophy in schools and universities to
improve the quality of student's thinking is examined. The development of thinking in students
is one of the fundamental factors in the transformation of education, and teaching philosophy
as thinking from Derrida's perspective provides the philosophical context for this
transformation. In this study, descriptive—analytical research method is used. To explain the
problem and answer the questions, a selection of the philosophical foundations of Derrida's
thought is stated, emphasizing the need to teach philosophy for thinking in schools and
universities. The findings suggest that teaching philosophy, which is according to Derrida a
kind of education for thinking, necessarily includes thinking about the school and the question
of what is the philosophy of education. Philosophical thinking should also be combined with
thinking about _and beyond_ philosophy, to allow the university to practice philosophy and
challenge it at the same time. Therefore, thinking, in the broad, affirmative sense Derrida
ascribes to it, is essential to both school and university, then the two institutions should be
placed along the same continuum, differing in degree but not in kind.

Keywords: teaching philosophy; education for thinking; school; university; Derrida
Synopsis

The concept of thinking holds a central position in the educational matters that Derrida
addresses, encompassing teaching philosophy in both school settings and university roles.
Despite the distinction between schoolchildren and adult students, these realms are inherently
linked. The discourse on teaching philosophy in schools is intricately intertwined with the
institutional inquiries that arise in discussions about the university.

In both schools and universities, Derrida emphasizes the pivotal role of thinking in relation
to philosophy. This paper aims to critique the conventional perspectives prevalent in teaching
philosophy within educational institutions. It seeks to analyze the interconnections among
thinking, education, and philosophy from the vantage point of Derrida's philosophy. The
study endeavors to address several key inquiries: What is the imperative of teaching
philosophy as a form of thinking within school education? What responsibilities and roles do
universities hold in teaching philosophy for critical thought? Lastly, how do these two
educational institutions intersect in their approach to teaching philosophy as a mode of
thinking?
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To address these inquiries using a deconstructive approach, this study first scrutinizes the
essentiality of teaching philosophy as a form of thinking in schools and delves into the
specific roles undertaken by universities in this context. Subsequently, leveraging Derrida's
philosophy, it endeavors to dismantle the artificial segregation in teaching thinking between
school and university settings.

Primarily, Derrida's advocacy for teaching philosophy often represents a call to challenge
traditional philosophies, particularly those aligned with state ideologies. Hence, he advocates
for teaching deconstruction or, in essence, teaching critical thinking.

Furthermore, Derrida points out that restricting philosophy to a certain age restricts it to a
certain social class, the “social class of philosophy”, the class whose young members have
what it takes to become “natural”, to succeed in the non-philosophical studies seen as
conditional to the study of philosophy. The class of philosophy is “a class for one class,
bourgeois youth between puberty and their entrance into adult life, with an education that
was more literary than scientific, led to consider as natural and eternal a very singular
program that is eclectic-baroque but also quite favorable to a particular ideological
framework. It is therefore exclusive in a twofold sense: it excludes from philosophy whatever
seems to be “unnatural”, whatever contradicts (or is in tension with) the philosophy of the
state (Derrida 2002), and it excludes from the class of philosophy whoever is not part of the
philosophical class, the class that knows what should be accepted as natural. This is how the
teaching of philosophy becomes — if it has not always been — a means for reproducing and
preserving not only the state but also the class of philosophers, the Platonic social hierarchy
keeping philosophy for the elites and the elites for philosophy (Derrida & Kamuf, 2002).
The kind of philosophy Derrida positions vis-a-vis the philosophy of the state, this philosophy
that is also anti-philosophy is sometimes called “deconstruction”, and at other times simply
“thinking”: philosophical teaching that challenges rather than reproduces the philosophy of
the state is education for thinking (Snir, 2020).

That is to say, the thinking Derrida refers to is attentive to otherness, to the alterity of the
other (Biesta & Egéa-Kuehne, 2005). It is committed to the other of philosophy, to the non-
philosophical that makes philosophy possible while still eluding it, remaining untaught by it.
The deconstructive affirmation is not simply an affirmation of what is known to be excluded
by the system. Deconstruction is an affirmation of what is wholly other, of what is
unforeseeable from the present. We can see that the “other” that thinking affirms is an
expression of the madness, which had to be confined for a space of rational discourse to be
opened but was never fully dispensed with.

Derrida makes this link between madness and the affirmation of the other explicit. The
language of the other, Derrida says, is the voice of madness, of whatever is not fully
comprehensible in “my” language, in the language of rational discourse in which I am
currently immersed. Hosting the other without assimilating him or her is not only an ethical
imperative, but also a vital need of thinking itself: without affirming the others, listening to
their voices, and responding to them, thinking only reproduces itself, and does more of the
same. Hence, madness does not threaten thinking but rather looks after it by breathing new
life into it.

How can such thinking, which unlike the philosophy of the state has neither positive doctrine
nor a solid foundation from which to take its questions, be taught? For Derrida there is no
direct answer, one cannot go straight to the teaching of thinking. Deconstruction is not a
philosophical technique and no thinking skills can be learned to practice it. Yet although
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thinking cannot be taught, it can still be called for; one can create a place for it to dwell in,
where it can feel at home. Derrida addresses this question through thinking about the
institutions in which deconstructive thinking can take place (Derrida, 2002).

The importance of philosophy in schools notwithstanding, this institution, at least in the last
200 years or so, is undoubtedly the university. We turn now to Derrida’s discussion of the
place of philosophy and thinking —and consequently of madness — in the university. Although
the university, like any institution, presents itself as neutral, even as natural — an arena in
which philosophy can thrive, Derrida argues that it necessarily harbors forces and interests
(Derrida, 2004), excluding from its class of philosophy whatever seems to contradict them.
The university, in other words, is simultaneously the condition of possibility as well as the
condition of impossibility of philosophy in the present time: it makes philosophy possible
and provides it with prestige and legitimation and at the same time polices and confines it.
The aim of deconstruction is therefore to think philosophically about whatever remains
outside the scope of institutional, academic philosophy, including the academic institution
itself and the way it influences philosophy and thinking.

Derrida calls, therefore, to turn the university into a site for thinking, opening within its space
for a community of thinking — rather than a community of research, science, or philosophy,
since these values are most often subjected to the unquestioned authority of the principle of
reason, namely to a specific configuration of reason. Thinking, then, needs to reflect on the
principle of reason, and submit it to critique, without altogether abandoning it: *““Thinking’
requires both the principle of reason and what is beyond the principle of reason, the archer
and an-archy (Derrida, 2004). A community of thinking is a philosophical community that
can — sometimes, in the blink of an eye — be anarchic and challenge the institution hosting it
as well as its philosophy.

The educational dialogue between master and disciple, therefore, can be read as a
paradigmatic case in which an idiosyncratic madness is silenced and confined to create a
discourse, a common language. Education here means letting the student into an already
existing discourse, through the inculcation of some form of thought, some form of logos.
Hence, educating a student involves silencing some of his voices, and declaring some of his
(actual or possible) thoughts mad to make him think properly. When Derrida tries to break
away from the shadow of the teacher, to become a philosopher and a thinker with his voice,
he must set something of this confined madness free. The Derridean text, therefore, is made
possible through a double relation to Foucault’s teaching and Foucault the teacher: the
teacher first educates the student, provides him with knowledge and a proper way of thinking,
and then the student challenges the teacher, goes against him to develop his unique voice,
namely think by himself.

In this way, an educational model can be reached, an educational model acknowledging the
role of madness, namely one that is aware that education necessarily represses some kinds of
madness and acknowledges the need to open a space for them. Teachers, each in their way,
provide their real and imaginary students with bodies of knowledge containing madness,
thereby allowing sensitive students to make their way within and beyond the given discourse,
namely to think for themselves. Such teaching is probably quite rare, but it is not unusual and
exceptional. There is no reason to assume it can be practiced only by individual, unusual
teachers (Karimzadeh, 2021).

Conclusion
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Is what has been said about thinking at the university relevant also to thinking at school? The
answer seems to be positive. Indeed, these two institutions seem to be very different: the
former focuses on research and the latter on teaching, and the former targets adults and the
latter children — but one of the main characteristics of deconstructive thinking is the
challenging of simplistic dichotomies. Hence, although Derrida himself dedicates different
texts to discussing the school and the university, his thought invites the deconstruction of the
dichotomy according to which schools are for children to learn and universities are for adults
to do research. We will not pursue the claim that children can attend the university, nor that
school does produce knowledge. We conclude by suggesting that if thinking, in the broad,
affirmative sense Derrida ascribes to it, is essential to both school and university, then the
two institutions are or rather should be placed along the same continuum, differing in degree
but not in kind. Discussing the importance of encouraging non-instrumental, resistant
thinking in the university, if such resistance begins only in the university, it is far too late and
the professor professing resistance will find his or herself in confrontation with students not
just disposed but quite committed to non-critical modes of thought, students with an
overwhelming tendency to regard themselves as informed, autonomous consumers of an
educational product. This is undoubtedly true from Derrida’s perspective. But we miss the
point when going on to say that, the solution must be to give philosophy the right already
possessed by every other discipline to have students work through a long and progressive
curriculum beginning in the earliest classes.

Derrida's insistence on integrating thinking within education isn't a plea for incremental
advancement, where students gradually ascend to higher levels of critical thinking. Critical,
deconstructive thinking, as per Derrida, entails embracing the unpredictability, the
‘otherness,’ that diverges from conventional philosophical thought. Being prepared for
thinking that navigates through this 'madness' isn't something one can specifically anticipate.
Instead, according to Derrida, everyone is inherently predisposed to engage in such thinking.
Additionally, in contemplating the continuum between school and university, it becomes
crucial for schools, akin to universities, to engage in self-reflection—to critically examine
themselves and the educational institution they comprise. According to Derrida, teaching
philosophy in schools, as a form of education for thinking, inherently involves contemplating
the nature of the school itself and the fundamental question of what defines a school. In
essence, philosophy in the context of schools inevitably becomes philosophy of education.
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1. universal declaration of the rights of man
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1. social class of philosophy
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1. deconstructive affirmation
2. Francois Ewald
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1. the principle of reason: the university in the eyes of its pupils
2. raison d’etre
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1. Madness
2. community of thinking
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1. university without conditions
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Abstract

The role and position of the university institution in the economic, social, cultural, and
political fields is the attention and emphasis of all relevant experts. Much experimental and
research evidence also confirms this fact. However, it seems that this important institution in
Iran is facing many problems. In this article, one of the main cognitive or intellectual factors
of the existing problems of higher education in Iran has been explained and conceptualized.
This problem shows the neglect of the nature, concept, and central theme of the process of
human education in Iranian universities and reducing it to an ideological and government-
oriented process, as a result of which the needs and interests of students as well as social
expectations from the university (at the local, regional and national levels) has been
neglected. This article is an initial attempt to pay the attention of the country's higher
education policymakers and planners to a deeper understanding of educational and training
processes and to provide its various contexts, requirements, and requirements in academic
environments. The findings of this descriptive and analytical study showed that education in
the university centers of the country has become a process that has little effect on students
due to various reasons, especially the adoption of quantity-oriented policies and neglect of
the qualitative aspects of education. In other words, the education process in practice has not
been able to in its original meaning, i.e. all-round growth and perfection, free, conscious, and
critical understanding and acceptance of concepts and values and their application in the
individual and social behavior of students, As a result, this education unable to fulfill his
personal and social expectations.

Keywords: Iranian University, Education, Students, Higher Education Policy, Learning.
Synopsis

There is no doubt about the positive role and functions of the institution of university and
higher education in the sustainable growth and development of human societies in various
economic, cultural, social, political, and educational dimensions. A set of scientific and
research evidence supports the fact that higher education can provide the necessary platforms
for improving the individual life and social excellence of any society. Therefore, the
university, as one of the important infrastructures of the educational system of every country,
performs basic functions, and governments have always drawn ideals and determined various
directions for the effectiveness of these centers (Abdi et al., 2018).
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But despite the positive functions of the university in various fields, it seems that this
important educational institution is facing certain problems in the cultural and educational
structure of our country. The dominance of quantity over quality, politicization, the
dominance of bureaucratic means over its cultural and social dimensions, lack of
independence, freedom and security, degree orientation, lack of appropriateness of
educational programs, and... is among the criticisms that are given to universities in Iran
(Khosravi et al., 2020). At the same time, it should be noted this important point regarding
the formation of higher education institutions in Iran that, unlike European societies where
the modern university arose and flourished from within the integrated Christian tradition, in
Iran the old schools and Islamic seminaries themselves continued and along with that, modern
educational institutions were formed and attached to the traditional society. Therefore, this
feature caused wide-ranging conflicts between these institutions and traditional sections of
society (Zakersalehi, 2017).

In a realistic view, it can be said that an interactive and complex set of intellectual or
epistemological, structural, managerial, administrative, and executive factors have played a
role in the emergence and continuation of the problems of higher education in Iran. In this
article, what has been given the most attention and tried to be conceptualized from a
philosophical point of view as one of the main epistemic or intellectual factors of the existing
problems, is to ignore, forget, and marginalize the real concept of education and its conditions
and requirements in the country's higher education centers. In practice, this contradiction has
led to the fact that the educational processes of this important institution are implemented
formally and superficially in learning situations and do not have much effect on creating deep
scientific and moral changes in the personality structure of students.

The precision in the definitions and explanations provided by various experts about education
indicates the fact that this concept and process generally refers to desirable meanings such as
establishing and growing a set of human values, excellent qualities, and moral merits and
virtues in learners. Emphasis on the values of learners is because education is the most
important social movement aimed at the conscious and voluntary transformation of
individuals' personalities towards desirable ideals and values. For this reason, it had a serious
interaction with the culture of society (Sadeghzadeh Ghamsari, 2012). However, the set of
facts about the country's higher education shows that the current performance of the country's
universities is not consistent with the above definition and understanding of the concept of
education.

It seems that the implementation of the concept of real education in the country's educational
centers, including higher education, will be achieved when a set of necessary prerequisites
are scientifically considered in practice. When students in the university are usually faced
with a pre-determined curriculum in which the views, interests, perceptions, and expectations
of students are not given much attention, and they must necessarily study this prescribed
curriculum to be promoted to higher levels, it is obvious that in such conditions, there is not
much possibility to realize the original concept of education and the development of students'
internal capabilities.

Also, it is possible to mention the participation of students in university teaching and learning
processes. As the formal education of the university pays less attention to the student's
interests and motivations, it is not a suitable opportunity for their real involvement and
participation, and the result and output of the education are not internalized in the students
and do not create a meaningful change in them. On the other hand, serious attention should
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be paid to the policy-making and decision-making processes in the country's higher education
system and its problems. The fact is that the changes that have occurred in our country's
higher education system in recent years, especially due to its mushroom-like and quantitative
growth in different parts of the country, have caused an immense erosion of the institution of
Iranian universities. What has been observed and experienced in this field is the result of a
type of wrong policy-making and unbalanced planning unrelated to the needs and realities of
the Iranian society, with little attention to scientific and basic processes such as land
preparation, feasibility and needs assessment, lack of comprehensive attention to the
variables related to the environmental realities and emphasizing only on the construction and
establishment of a university unit and after that accepting and registering candidates for
university studies.

In addition, the prescriptive, hierarchical structure with its ideological concerns is not
compatible with the spirit and main function of higher education, which is based on truth-
seeking, criticism, questioning, and challenging various phenomena. The ideological view of
the university is in serious conflict with the fundamental duties and functions of the institution
of higher education. Therefore, this educational structure cannot attract the active
participation, interest, and attention of the generation of students. As a result, part of this
disinterest and boredom is manifested in the passive attitude of students towards

the formal educational processes of the university.

Conclusion

For education to regain its true essence within Iranian universities, substantial
transformations are imperative across various dimensions. Among the most critical aspects
is the shift from a quantity-driven approach to a quality-driven one in Iran's higher education.
This entails fundamental changes in higher education strategies, fostering flexibility in
policy-making and decision processes, reducing centralization and government intervention
in universities, revising curricula to align with student perspectives and societal needs, and
implementing quality-focused plans for faculty members' professional development. These
considerations are pivotal in revitalizing the essence and core values of education within the
country's higher education system.
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