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Abstract

The main purpose of this paper is to critique the idea of the “Islamic university” and
propose an alternative idea titled the “spiritual university.” To achieve this aim, an analytical
review of critiques related to the Islamic university was first conducted, and the necessity of
proposing a new idea was discussed. Then, through an analysis of the concept of spirituality,
the intended meaning of the study, referred to as “relational spirituality,” was introduced.
According to this definition, spirituality emphasizes human relationships with the universe
across three dimensions: the sacred, the natural, and the human. The idea of the spiritual
university is grounded in this concept. Finally, using the “speculative essay” method and
considering the threefold relationship of the university with the universe, the spiritual nature
of the university was outlined, and its three main components were elaborated: “representing
the world as a meaningful whole,” “respectful engagement with nature,” and “social
responsibility of the university.” The results suggest that, unlike religious universities that
insist on a specific religious culture and, through intellectual exclusivism and practical
dogmatism, cause numerous conflicts in societies, the spiritual university with a unifying
perspective can foster the expansion of scientific and ethical relationships to promote
knowledge acquisition and peacebuilding among communities.

Keywords: spirituality, spiritual university, Islamization, Islamic university

Synopsis

The idea of the “Islamic university” emerged as one of the central cultural aspirations of the
Islamic Revolution in Iran and was pursued through sustained theoretical reflection and
institutional reform under the broader project of Islamization of higher education. Over more
than four decades, numerous policies, organizations, and official have sought to align
academic structures, curricula, and research agendas with Islamic ideology. Despite these
efforts, the project has faced serious theoretical, epistemological, and practical challenges.
The present study critically examines these challenges and proposes an alternative conceptual
framework termed the “spiritual university,” grounded in a trans-religious and integrative
understanding of spirituality.

The research was conducted in two major phases. The first phase involved a critical-
analytical review of the theoretical foundations and practical outcomes of Islamization
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policies in Iranian universities. Meta-analytical studies and philosophical critiques indicate
several persistent problems: conceptual ambiguity surrounding the meaning and measurable
criteria of “Islamic” knowledge; lack of consensus among scholars about the relationship
between science and religion; politicization and ideological dominance in decision-making
processes; limited participation and identification of academic actors with Islamization
policies; and structural inefficiencies such as parallel institutions and weak accountability
systems. Moreover, epistemological critiques emphasize that validating or invalidating
scientific theories through religious texts lacks universal legitimacy and methodological
clarity. The plurality of interpretations within Islam further complicates attempts to formulate
a single coherent model of Islamic higher education. As a result, despite sustained
institutional support, the Islamic university has not achieved a stable and widely accepted
operational identity.

Rather than dismissing the ethical and transcendental aspirations underlying the Islamization
project, the study argues for a conceptual shift from an ideological-religious framework
toward a broader and more inclusive paradigm of spirituality. The second phase therefore
focuses on conceptual analysis of spirituality and formulates a theoretical foundation
described as “relational spirituality.” Drawing upon interdisciplinary spirituality studies,
psychological-theological scholarship, and philosophical inquiry, the research identifies
“relationship” as a central and recurrent theme in major definitions of spirituality. Spirituality
is thus understood not merely as adherence to rituals or doctrines, nor as an exclusively
secular search for inner peace, but as the cultivation and strengthening of meaningful
relationships that generate coherence, purpose, and ethical orientation in life.

Relational spirituality emphasizes three interrelated dimensions of human existence: the
relationship with the sacred (whether conceived in transcendent or immanent terms), the
relationship with nature, and the relationship with other human beings. Human identity, from
this perspective, is fundamentally relational and is formed and transformed through these
connections. Spirituality, therefore, is defined as the conscious effort to recognize, deepen,
and harmonize these relationships in order to foster personal growth and the development of
peaceful and virtuous communities. This understanding allows spirituality to function as a
trans-religious concept: religions may be seen as particular expressions of spirituality, but
spirituality itself is not confined to any single doctrinal system.

Using the qualitative method of the “speculative essay,” the study articulates the idea of the
spiritual university on the basis of this relational framework. The spiritual university is
defined not by allegiance to a particular religious ideology, but by its commitment to
strengthening the university’s threefold relationship with the universe—epistemic,
ecological, and social. These commitments are expressed in three core components.

First, the spiritual university is dedicated to representing the world as a meaningful whole.
Modern universities, shaped by Enlightenment rationality and increasing specialization, have
fragmented knowledge into isolated disciplines. While specialization has advanced scientific
progress, it has often weakened the capacity to articulate an integrated vision of reality and
diminished students’ sense of existential coherence. The spiritual university addresses this
fragmentation by promoting interdisciplinary dialogue, integrative research, and holistic
educational frameworks. Scientific inquiry remains rigorous and methodologically sound,
yet it is situated within a broader horizon that seeks unity and intelligibility. By encouraging
scholars to consider how their research relates to other fields and contributes to an
overarching understanding of existence, the university fosters a unifying epistemic culture.
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Second, the spiritual university promotes respectful engagement with nature. Modern
instrumental rationality has frequently reduced nature to a resource for exploitation,
contributing to ecological crises and environmental degradation. In contrast, relational
spirituality redefines humanity as part of a larger living system. The spiritual university
incorporates environmental ethics, sustainability studies, and ecological responsibility into
curricula and research agendas. It supports renewable energy initiatives, sustainable campus
design, and projects aimed at environmental preservation. Nature is approached not merely
as an object of control but as a meaningful partner in human flourishing, thereby cultivating
humility, responsibility, and a deeper sense of belonging.

Third, the spiritual university emphasizes social responsibility. Recognizing that human
beings are constituted through relationships with others, it prioritizes ethical formation, civic
engagement, and intercultural dialogue. Educational programs foster virtues such as justice,
empathy, and respect for diversity, while research initiatives address pressing societal
challenges including inequality, poverty, technological ethics, and climate change. Through
community partnerships and service-learning opportunities, students and faculty actively
contribute to social well-being. In pluralistic societies marked by ideological polarization,
the spiritual university provides a unifying framework grounded in shared spiritual values—
meaning, interconnectedness, responsibility, and hope—rather than in sectarian dogma.
Conclusion

In conclusion, the spiritual university offers a trans-religious and integrative alternative to
ideologically driven models of higher education. Religious universities may function as one
subtype within this broader category, provided they avoid exclusivism and dogmatism. The
spiritual university does not seek to instrumentalize knowledge for domination over nature
or society; rather, it integrates scientific rigor with ethical depth and relational awareness. By
strengthening humanity’s bonds with the sacred, the natural world, and one another, it
redefines higher education as a meaning-oriented institution capable of fostering intellectual
excellence, ecological responsibility, and social peace in a fragmented and conflict-ridden
world.
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Abstract

The aim of this study is to identify and critically analyze teacher disposition from the
perspective of care ethics. Using an analytical-deductive method, the research first examines and
conceptualizes the key components of teachers’ character across two dimensions: instructional
and educational (moral—formative). It then analyzes the general principles of care ethics, with
particular attention to their implications for education. From the standpoint of care ethics, the
instructional dimension of teachers’ character includes diversity in content presentation,
facilitation of learning, and responsiveness to learners’ needs, while the educational dimension
encompasses role modeling, commitment and responsibility, trustworthiness, humility, and moral
sensitivity. In the critical evaluation stage, the study first reviews major critiques of care ethics,
such as the rejection of universality, the neglect of justice and autonomy, and tendencies toward
essentialism. It then addresses critiques specific to the application of care ethics in teaching,
including the risk of emotional dependency, challenges in implementation within overcrowded
classrooms, and structural and institutional constraints. The analysis indicates that, according to
Noddings, a caring approach to teaching fosters an environment that expands moral space and
sustains relationships of care and trust between teachers and students. Core elements of this
approach include attentive listening, dialogue, critical thinking, reflective responsiveness, and the
creation of meaningful connections between academic disciplines and lived experience. At the
same time, care ethics emphasizes compassion, contextual sensitivity, attention to particularity,
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and commitment to meeting others’ needs. When applied thoughtfully and in harmony with
cultural and religious values as well as supportive educational structures, this approach can
enhance students’ motivation, promote trust and a sense of security, and positively influence
academic performance. Overall, recognizing the components of teachers’ character from a care
ethics perspective highlights the simultaneous importance of instructional competence and
moral-emotional support in fostering empathy and holistic student development.

Keywords: teacher character; care ethics; moral education; teaching disposition

Synopsis

are ethics is a theory derived from feminist thought and, in a way inspired by maternal ethics,
which has its roots in the works of Carol Gillican and has been expanded by philosophers such
as Nell Noddings, Michael Slott, Sarah Roddick, etc. Care ethics is a perspective whose main
concern is care and responsibility, and the most important ethical requirements of this approach
revolve around care, not harming others, and avoiding selfishness. Therefore, from the
perspective of care ethics, the primary goal of all teachers should be to educate students who are
competent, caring, and kind. This research, with the aim of recognizing and critically analyzing
the character of a teacher from the perspective of care ethics and using an analytical-deductive
research approach, has examined the theories of a number of experts in the field of care ethics;
for example, Gilligan, who speaks of two distinct ethical perspectives: justice-oriented and care-
oriented. Noddings also considers caring for others as the goal of moral education. Toronto and
Myroff also see the purpose of caring for another as self-actualization and contributing to the
growth of another. For Slott, empathy is the foundation of the ethics of care, and Roddick sees
motherhood as a symbol and formative experience of caregiving for many women and men.
After examining the opinions of experts in the field of caring ethics, the components of teacher
character and behavior in two educational and training dimensions were recognized and
concluded that the components of educational character include: connecting the subject matter
with the experiences of students, taking it easy in teaching, communication skills, teaching based
on the interests and needs of the learner, mastery of the subject, participatory evaluation, receiving
feedback, diversity in presenting content, receptive listening, attention to developmental needs,
participatory learning, interdisciplinary thinking, attention to cognitive capacities and fostering
critical thinking, the instructor's knowledge of himself and the learner, classroom management,
and the components of educational character include: being a role model, commitment and
responsibility, sincere conversation with students, approval and encouragement, trust, humility,
patience, observing justice, refraining from harmful behavior, honesty, attention to spiritual
matters, attention to social and cultural dimensions, respect and empathy.

A brief review of the criticisms made to the theory of care ethics by a number of experts shows
that: firstly; the main criticisms made to this theory are related to the negation of generalism and
universality and the limitation of this theory to detail and situationism and attention to the private
sphere and those who have deep emotional relationships. In other words, the critics' argument is
that the situationism and relationality of care ethics have created a challenge to global ethical
standards that lead to moral relativism and in which the behavior of individuals is justified solely
on the basis of personal relationships and not on the basis of moral considerations. Second;
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because the formation of a care relationship is based on two-way communication, responsiveness
and need-relief, and empathy, and in most cases, the care relationships that are formed are based
on inequality and being in an unequal position of power, the opinion of experts is to emphasize
the principle of justice and virtue in this matter. On the other hand, due to empathy and
motivational transfer in this relationship, it is necessary to pay attention to virtue ethics, both in
practice and in the intention of the moral agent, while the rule of virtue ethics in the care
relationship will prevent the formation of a harmful relationship. Third; Critics argue that the
ethics of care may unintentionally lead to paternalistic attitudes (power inequality) in which
caregivers impose their needs or judgments on those they care for, and undermine the autonomy
of care recipients. Fourth; Critics believe that the ethics of care ignores the autonomy of the cared
for and the caregiver. Fifth; Some feminist thinkers believe that the ethics of care, due to its
emphasis on essentialism, reduces the act of care to a maternal and feminine duty and reinforces
gender stereotypes. Among the most important criticisms made by researchers to the educational
and training themes of the ethics of care can also be: Learners' misunderstanding of the caregiving
relationship due to cultural differences, emotional decision-making and judgments, structural
problems in implementing some caregiving principles in the field of teaching subjects, the
possibility of the learner's abdication of responsibility for performing assigned tasks, failure to
respect boundaries between the instructor and the learner, and the time-consuming nature of the
caregiving process were mentioned.

Conclusion

A look at the research findings shows that a large part of the characteristics of the ethics of care
are consistent with the prevailing social philosophy and religious culture of our country. On the
other hand, in the field of education and training, many of the ethical principles proposed in the
theory of ethics of care are consistent with the philosophy of education and training of the country.
He pointed out issues such as relating subjects to the needs of life, self-evaluation, the principle
of responsibility, maintaining human dignity and honor, benevolence and fairness, not
undermining comprehensive independence, and avoiding self-centeredness. Accordingly, the
theory of ethics of care can be very fruitful in social life, especially in the field of education and
training and the teaching and learning process, as well as in the relationship between school
parents and students, and increase motivation and enthusiasm among students. Although some of
the principles mentioned in this theory cannot be relied upon and implemented, both structurally
and culturally, the more pragmatic nature of this theory in the field of education and training, as
well as the emphasis on ethical behavior and the dominance of an emotional atmosphere in the
learning environment, can have a significant impact on student performance and the creation of
harmony and empathy. In general, the ethics of care provides a valuable framework for moral
education and interpersonal relationships, but its application requires a careful examination of its
limitations and differences with other ethical principles. Given the importance of the teacher
disposition in educating and raising students and considering the social and cultural conditions
of society, it can be concluded that the teacher's empathetic and respectful behavior, along with
expertise and skill, will have a double effect in motivating students to progress and self-esteem,
especially in an era when we are witnessing cultural changes and adolescents' tendency towards
morality has diminished.
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Abstract

This study aims to clarify the concept of belief and identify its structural components within the
domains of philosophy of mind and cognitive science in order to resolve conceptual ambiguities
and establish a theoretical foundation for its precise application in educational research. The study
employs the method of concept analysis, which originates in analytic philosophy and is used to
reduce conceptual ambiguity and clarify meaning. Belief is regarded as one of the most
significant factors influencing human decision-making and action. From a comprehensive
perspective, belief can be defined as the acceptance of the truth of a proposition. Its formation is
shaped by multiple factors, including emotion and feeling, personal experience, reasoning,
interpersonal interactions among individuals with diverse experiences, authority, culture and
social systems, cognitive processes, and environmental influences. The conceptual analysis
presented in this article provides a foundation for future research, particularly in the field of
education.

Keywords: belief, philosophy of mind, cognitive sciences, schema, conceptual analysis

Synopsis

This research was conducted with the aim of conceptually elucidating the concept of belief and
identifying its structural components in the two fields of philosophy of mind and cognitive
sciences. For this purpose, first, the conceptual boundaries of belief were delineated through
comparison with related concepts (value, faith, attitude, disposition, norm, knowledge,
expediency, and custom), and their commonalities and differences were explained. Subsequently,
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the views of philosophers (Plato, Hume, Wittgenstein, Ryle, Quine, Davidson, Fodor, Putnam,
the Churchland’s, Kim, and Stich) regarding the nature of belief were examined, and a critical
typology of philosophical approaches (dualism, philosophical behaviorism, identity theory,
eliminativism, functionalism, and the holism/network theory of beliefs) was presented. In the
next step, findings from cognitive sciences, including cognitive psychology, neurology, and
cognitive neuroscience, concerning the process of belief formation, structure, and change were
analyzed. The synthesis of findings from these two domains made it possible to provide a
comprehensive framework for the concept of belief. According to these theories, the concept of
belief, as one of the most fundamental cognitive structures of human beings, plays a pivotal role
in explaining human agency, decision-making, and behavior. Beliefs are propositions that
individuals consider to be true, even in the absence of the possibility of definitive proof of their
truth. Despite this, the concept of belief in various scientific fields is faced with fragmented and
sometimes contradictory definitions. Analytic philosophy emphasizes the propositional aspect of
belief, psychology regards it as a mental state, social science scholars insist on its cultural
embodiment, and epistemologists target its justificatory aspect. This conceptual fragmentation
hinders constructive interdisciplinary dialogue and complicates its effective application in
practical fields like education. Furthermore, conflating belief with related concepts such as
knowledge, attitude, value, faith, disposition, norm, custom, and expediency has further blurred
its semantic boundaries. The assumption that this concept is self-evident, stemming from its
widespread use, adds to the necessity of its analytical examination. The research findings indicate
that belief, despite its overlap with other concepts, possesses a distinct semantic core. Belief is
the "acceptance of the truth of a proposition,” whereas value has a normative and general
orientation, faith is based on existential commitment, attitude includes affective and behavioral
components, and disposition has a pragmatic nature. These distinctions reveal the necessity of
avoiding conceptual confusion in educational research. Examining philosophical approaches to
belief revealed a spectrum of views from dualism (Descartes) to eliminativism (the Churchland’s)
and functionalism (Putnam). In this context, the network theory/holism of beliefs (Davidson),
emphasizing the meaningful interconnectedness of beliefs, and the cognitive map theory
(Braddon-Mitchell), referring to the representational structure of the mind, have opened new
horizons for understanding the nature of belief. From the perspective of cognitive sciences, belief
can be analyzed as a multi-layered and dynamic structure. Neurological findings indicate that
belief formation involves the active selection of information based on goals and interests. The
concept of a schema, as an organized mental framework, forms the central core of the cognitive
architecture of beliefs. Schemas are compact patterns formed through processes of assimilation
and accommodation within the context of early experiences and provide the substrate for core
beliefs about the self, others, and the world. In this view, a belief is the specific content of a
schema. For example, the schema "social situations are unpleasant™ can contain the specific belief
"if 1 speak in a group, I will be ridiculed." From a neurobiological perspective, beliefs are
associated with the function of the prefrontal cortex and the limbic system. Encountering
information inconsistent with existing beliefs increases activity in the amygdala and anterior
cingulate cortex, causing resistance to change. This finding provides a biological explanation for
the persistence of beliefs (similar to Hume's concept of habit).
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Conclusion

The present research, by synthesizing philosophical findings and cognitive sciences, offers a
multi-level framework for understanding the concept of belief, in which four levels—
neurobiological (brain mechanisms and genetics), psychological (schemas, biases, cognitive
models), philosophical-propositional (logical structure and justification), and socio-cultural
(context of formation and transmission)—interact dynamically. Accordingly, belief is a complex
and multifaceted concept whose structure comprises components such as justification,
intentionality, direction of fit, affect, internal coherence with other beliefs, and practical
functions. Factors such as past experiences, hereditary and genetic factors, habits, authority,
social systems, values, and the individual's network of beliefs also play a role in its formation.
This integrated framework has important implications for the field of education. First, changing
the beliefs of learners requires simultaneous attention to emotional factors, cultural contexts, pre-
existing cognitive structures (schemas), and even biological resistances. Second, curricula and
educational programs must focus on fostering critical thinking and reasoning skills (philosophical
level), while also addressing the reconstruction of maladaptive schemas (psychological-cognitive
level) and the creation of rich cultural environments (social level). Third, the educational system
needs a clear explanation of the structure and nature of belief, the degree of awareness involved
in it, and the manner of its formation, in order to base its programs for effecting desired changes
in learners' beliefs and behaviors on this explanation. However, as the next step along this path,
namely inferring the principles, methods, and strategies for elucidating and clarifying belief and
its application in education, further research specifically pursuing these aims is required.
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Abstract

This paper examines the quality of formal religious education in Iran and explores ways to
improve it from a philosophical perspective, drawing on what is termed an Islamic approach
to action. It argues that a paradigmatic shift is necessary within formal religious education.
The proposed shifts include: a movement from objectification to rational, subject-centered
understanding; from indoctrinative, answer-centered instruction to rational questioning and
dialogue; from presumed certainty to rational doubt and hypothetical reasoning; from
absolutism to truth-seeking; from static religiosity to dynamic religious practice; from rigid
jurisprudential approaches to flexible educational perspectives; and from emotional-
cognitive dependency to independent and sincere pursuit of truth.

Keywords: formal religious education, paradigmatic shift, educational reform, Iran, Islam

Synopsis

This study aims to address two central questions: first, whether school-based religious
education—considered one of the main pillars of religious upbringing in post-revolutionary
Iran—has been successful since the Islamic Revolution of 1979; and second, why, despite
the considerable emphasis placed by the official education system on religious instruction, it
has failed to realize its fundamental goal of cultivating a genuinely religious generation.

To explore these questions, it was initially demonstrated, drawing on existing empirical
research and national surveys, that formal religious education in Iran has not achieved the
desired outcomes despite its extensive institutional presence. Subsequently, employing a
philosophical lens, the study attributed this failure to the paradigms underpinning the national
educational system—paradigms that systematically overlook learners’ agency, choice, and
autonomy. Within the prevailing model of religious education, a form of social engineering
appears to guide the process, aiming to construct and control learners’ beliefs and behaviors.
Accordingly, by adopting an Islamic approach to action, the authors proposed several
paradigm shifts intended to reform school-based religious education. They contend that these
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transformations would amount to a Copernican revolution within religious pedagogy;
without them, religious educational endeavors will continue to remain sterile and ineffective.
Proposed Paradigm Shifts

1. From objectification to rational subject-centeredness: this first shift posits that any
religious curriculum must be fundamentally grounded in learners’ freedom of choice and
volition. Current educational programs, which leave little or no room for student agency,
contradict the existential and moral nature of learners as articulated in Islamic sources.
Subject-centered religious education, therefore, constitutes an essential philosophical
principle for any meaningful curriculum design.

2. From indoctrinative answer-centeredness to rational questioning and dialogue: the second
shift concerns pedagogical methods. While current practices primarily emphasize belief
inculcation, the proposed transformation advocates for a model founded upon rational inquiry
and dialogical engagement. The objective is not to impose beliefs but to foster understanding
through reasoned conversation.

3. From presumed certainty to rational doubt and hypothetical response: in the third shift,
doubt is legitimized as a constructive component of learning. Previous studies indicate that
one major obstacle in Iranian religious education is the neglect of students’ uncertainties in
religious classrooms. The disregard of intellectual doubt leads to artificiality and
ineffectiveness, whereas acknowledging it cultivates authenticity and cognitive resilience.
4. From absolutism to truth-seeking: this paradigm shift critiques any static or absolute
interpretation of religion. Fixed dogmatic interpretations often enable ideological
manipulation and exclusion of alternative perspectives. Truth-seeking religiosity, in contrast,
situates rational justification at its core while maintaining openness to interpretive diversity.
No single religious or pedagogical interpretation should be treated as final or immutable.

5. From static religiosity to dynamic religious practice: focusing on teacher selection criteria,
this shift argues against rigid and external measures of religiosity. Instead, intrinsic
religiosity, as formulated by Gordon Allport, should serve as the guiding criterion. Teaching
is thus redefined as a qualitative and evolutionary vocation rather than a fixed institutional
role.

6. From rigid jurisprudential approaches to flexible educational perspectives: this
transformation advocates moving away from mechanistic and algorithmic treatment of
students within religious education. Profound cognitive and behavioral change cannot be
engineered instantly; rather, the natural process of intellectual suspension and gradual
internalization should be recognized and respected.

7. From emotional-cognitive servitude to independent and sincere truth-seeking: the final
shift addresses the nature of the teacher—learner relationship. Religious education should not
rest upon emotionally manipulative or uncritical dependency. Teachers, as facilitators of
truth-seeking, must sustain warm and supportive relationships that validate students’ capacity
for doubt and intellectual autonomy. Affection and acceptance should never be conditional
upon students’ adherence to prescribed religious propositions.

Collectively, these seven paradigm shifts offer a transformative framework for reimagining
religious education in Iranian schools. Adopting such an approach allows the system to move
beyond its current instrumental and prescriptive model toward an intellectually autonomous,
dialogical, and existential mode of religious formation—one that validates freedom, inquiry,
and rational engagement as essential to authentic faith development.

Conclusion
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This paper undertakes a critical examination of the existing form of religious education
within the national school system, aiming both to identify its major challenges and to propose
a series of paradigm shifts as potential pathways out of the prevailing theoretical and practical
impasse. Within this framework, seven fundamental challenges have been explored, each
accompanied by a corresponding paradigm shift intended to address its underlying causes.
Notably, five of these proposed transformations (excluding the fifth and sixth) possess
broader relevance beyond religious instruction and can be systematically extended to other
educational domains, including moral-social and scientific education.

From this perspective, it becomes evident that overcoming the current stagnation—
manifested in the gradual decline of schools’ effectiveness and vitality—necessitates serious
engagement with these challenges and shifts. They represent not only corrective measures
for the persistent inefficiencies of school-based religious education but also foundational
strategies for revitalizing the entire educational system through a deeper philosophical
reorientation.
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to provide a systematic review of review studies on educational
administration and leadership across different regions of the world (Asia, Europe, the Americas,
and Africa). To achieve this objective, a systematic literature review methodology was
employed. Following a rigorous process of searching, identifying, and refining studies across
international databases such as Google Scholar, Scopus, ERIC, and Web of Science, as well as
national databases including the Scientific Information Database and Humanities databases due
to their extensive coverage, a total of 68 studies were purposively selected and analyzed
through interpretive analysis. The findings revealed considerable dispersion and diversity in the
topics investigated, with particular emphasis on leadership and its models, school effectiveness
and improvement, higher education, human resource management, organizational behavior,
characteristics and competencies of school principals, organizational change, and leadership
training and development. The analysis further indicates a predominance of quantitative
research methods and a reliance on Western theoretical frameworks to guide empirical inquiry,
alongside relatively limited attention to context-specific studies. When examined across
different geographical regions, this pattern reflects a form of scientific imperialism in the field
of educational administration and leadership. Moreover, the global knowledge map highlights
gaps in the distribution of formal and internationally recognized research across societies,
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pointing to the uneven production of scholarly knowledge. In this context, Iran’s contribution to
global knowledge in educational administration and leadership remains relatively limited,
underscoring the need for more localized and contextually grounded research.

Keywords: systematic review, educational administration and leadership, scientific
imperialism, knowledge production

Synopsis

In recent decades, knowledge production in the field of Educational Administration,
Management, and Leadership (EAML) has undergone profound and multifaceted
transformation on a global scale. The expansion of cross-border scholarly exchanges, the
emergence of international research networks, and the dominance of Western theoretical
paradigms have collectively intensified the need for critical reflection and re-mapping of the
epistemic landscape of educational management. Against this backdrop, the present study aims
to map and analyze global patterns of knowledge production in EAML across diverse
geographical regions—Asia, Europe, North America, and Africa. The study employed a
documentary research design using a comprehensive scoping review guided by the PRISMA
framework for systematic reviews. A systematic search was conducted using key terms such as
“educational administration and review,” “educational leadership and review,” and “educational
management and review.” Data were collected from major international databases including
Google Scholar, Scopus, ERIC, and Web of Science, as well as national repositories such as the
Islamic World Science Citation Center (ISC) and the Humanities and Social Sciences Database.
Thematic analysis was applied to examine prevailing topics, methodologies, publication
venues, and leading versus peripheral centers in the field, thereby constructing a systematic and
integrative portrayal of global and local knowledge production in EAML. The findings yielded
several significant insights. First, scholars across world regions have primarily engaged with
meta-themes such as leadership models, school effectiveness and improvement, higher
education, human resources, organizational behavior, principals’ competencies, organizational
change, and leadership training and development. This thematic diversity—what Oplatka
(2018) terms intellectual vitality—reflects the growing maturity of the field. However, the
evidence also reveals a limited inclination toward indigenous research and contextual
theorization, with the field remaining largely aligned with a homogenized global paradigm
dominated by Western epistemologies. The conceptual and analytical frameworks employed are
predominantly imported, illustrating what has been described as “scientific imperialism” in
EAML, wherein conventional Western—particularly Anglo-American—models shape the
epistemic architecture of the discipline worldwide. Nonetheless, signs of intellectual pluralism
are emerging. In China, Israel, and Malaysia, scholars and academic institutions have begun to
indigenize theoretical frameworks and cultivate independent scholarly traditions. Similarly, in
South America and parts of Africa, efforts to integrate educational management knowledge with
critical theories of power and social inequality signal a turn toward context-sensitive
scholarship. In Iran, knowledge production reflects broader Asian trajectories, with increasing
attention to higher education management and leadership. However, school management and
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learning-centered leadership remain marginal areas, necessitating renewed scholarly attention
and strategic development to enhance both theoretical and practical impact nationally and
internationally. Second, the results reveal variations in regional contributions to EAML
publications. The Educational Management Administration & Leadership journal publishes the
highest number of articles in the field, followed by Educational Administration Quarterly. Asian
scholars show a stronger inclination to publish in Management in Education and Leadership,
while Iran’s share of global EAML scholarship remains minimal—underscoring the need for
greater international collaboration and presence in high-impact journals. Third, the analysis
indicates the predominance of quantitative research methodologies in global EAML studies,
with comparatively limited use of qualitative and mixed-methods approaches. Iranian
researchers largely mirror this pattern, highlighting a methodological imbalance and the need
for greater diversification to illuminate the cultural, social, and behavioral dimensions of
educational management and leadership. Fourth, a comparative analysis of knowledge
production across continents revealed distinct patterns of scientific leadership and dependency.
In Asia, Hong Kong and Israel stand as leading hubs supported by regional research centers,
strong international networks, and robust funding structures. In contrast, nations such as lIraq,
Qatar, Oman, Kuwait, Palestine, Jordan, and Lebanon remain peripheral, constrained by weak
research—practice linkages, a shortage of trained leaders, dependence on Western frameworks,
and institutional limitations. In Europe, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Germany,
Sweden, Belgium, Norway, and Spain dominate, leveraging English-language publication and
transnational networks. In the Americas, the United States, Canada, and Australia constitute the
central axis of production, while Chile emerges as a regional leader within Latin America. In
Africa, South Africa, Nigeria, and Kenya show potential for leadership, though Egypt,
Morocco, and Algeria continue to face structural and financial constraints.

Conclusion

Despite the evident intellectual dynamism and thematic diversity within EAML, fundamental
challenges persist, including Western paradigmatic hegemony, insufficient indigenous
theorization, and methodological uniformity. Advancing the field requires the development of
contextually grounded theoretical models, methodological diversification, and policy
mechanisms that support localized knowledge production. The future of EAML lies in
intercultural and dialogical scholarship that balances global universality with local authenticity.
By mapping the global terrain of knowledge production, this study contributes to critical
awareness and comparative reflection on Iran’s position within the international scholarly
community. The findings offer valuable implications for researchers, policymakers, and
educational leaders seeking to strengthen scientific and institutional capacities. Ultimately,
educational excellence depends on knowledge-based, human-centered, and culturally
responsive leadership—a foundation for cultivating empowered individuals and sustainable
learning societies.
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Abstract

This study examines the educational implications of Karen Barad’s theory of agential
realism, a framework emerging from posthumanism and new materialism. By foregrounding
the entanglement of matter and discourse, agential realism fundamentally reconfigures key
concepts such as knowledge, reality, subjectivity, and education. The research employs
conceptual analysis and analytical-inferential methods.The study first explicates the core
tenets of Barad’s agential realism. Through its critique of representationalism, agential
realism rejects the view that knowledge is pre-existing and transferable. Instead, it
conceptualizes knowledge as produced through material-discursive intra-actions within
specific apparatuses. From this perspective, subjects do not precede relations; rather, they
emerge through the dynamic intra-actions of human and non-human agents. Meaning,
therefore, is not independent of these relational processes but is constituted within them.
Building on this theoretical foundation, the study derives the educational implications of
agential realism. The findings suggest that this framework advances a new paradigm in
education in which teaching is not merely the transmission of content but an ethical,
participatory, and performative process of world-making. The key implications include:
understanding the curriculum as an apparatus; conceiving teaching as a collaborative intra-
action among teachers, students, and material elements; interpreting assessment as a reality-
producing apparatus; rejecting the commaodification of knowledge; viewing educational
research as actively constructing educational realities; and recognizing tools and technologies
as agents in the production of educational phenomena.These implications collectively
position agential realism as a transformative theoretical framework for rethinking educational
theory and practice.

Keywords: agential realism, education, Karen Barad, intra-action, apparatus,
matter
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Synopsis

This article aims to explicate Karen Barad’s theory of agential realism and to extract its
educational implications. Using an analytical-inferential approach, the philosophical
foundations of agential realism are first explained, and then its implications for curriculum,
teaching, assessment, educational policy, educational research, and the role of technologies
are examined. Karen Barad critiques the dominant epistemology that assumes knowledge to
be a representation of an independent reality and regards matter as passive. Drawing on
posthumanism and new materialism, Barad’s agential realism challenges this view. She
argues that the excessive focus on language and discourse in modern epistemology has
neglected the role of matter in the production of knowledge. From her perspective, matter is
not merely a raw background for meaning but has agency and plays an active role in the
formation of reality and human experience.

Within the framework of representationalism, it is assumed that language or theories provide
amore or less accurate picture of external reality. Referring to Niels Bohr’s quantum physics,
Barad demonstrates that observational instruments are not neutral but participate in the
production of phenomena. For example, whether light appears as a wave or a particle depends
on the type of measuring apparatus. Therefore, knowledge is not simply a reflection of reality
but the outcome of material-discursive interventions and practices. This view understands
knowing not as observing the world from a distance, but as a form of practical engagement
with it. Another key concept in Barad’s philosophy is performativity. In this framework,
knowing does not mean standing apart and representing the world; rather, it emerges through
material engagement with it. Theorizing and observing are performative acts that take place
within specific apparatuses. Inspired by Bohr, Barad understands concepts not merely as
mental ideas but as physical and practical arrangements that make reality possible in
particular ways. A further concept is intra-action. Instead of the term “interaction,” Barad
uses “intra-action” to show that entities do not pre-exist their relations but rather emerge
through them. The boundary between subject and object is produced through “agential cuts”
within apparatuses, and these boundaries are always temporary and context-dependent.
Consequently, reality consists of inherently relational phenomena that are enacted through
material—discursive practices. Barad also introduces the concept of the apparatus. An
apparatus is not merely a physical tool but includes theories, purposes, methods, language,
and technologies. Apparatuses not only observe phenomena but also produce them; by
making agential cuts, they foreground certain aspects of reality while excluding others. This
perspective turns research and education into world-making practices.

Educational Implications: First, the curriculum is introduced as an apparatus. The
curriculum is not a neutral text; rather, it constructs particular realities while excluding others.
Therefore, curriculum design is an ethical and political act. Moreover, the curriculum is
understood as practice rather than as a set of predetermined outcomes, since reality is
indeterminate and knowledge is produced in moments of intra-action. In the domain of
teaching, education as the transmission of knowledge is rejected. Teachers and students are
not pre-given subjects but emerge within networks of relations, spaces, tools, and language.
Learning is the product of multiple intra-actions among human and non-human agents, and
knowledge is regarded as a performative and collaborative phenomenon. From this
perspective, the teacher bears ethical responsibility for the agential cuts produced through the
selection of methods and tools. In the area of assessment, tests are analyzed as apparatuses
that produce reality. Assessment does not discover existing abilities; rather, it produces
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particular forms of subjectivity such as the “successful” or “weak” student. Accordingly,
standardized tests are criticized for their limitations, and emphasis is placed on authentic,
diverse, and process-oriented forms of assessment. Classroom layouts, school buildings,
digital tools, and even mobile phones all carry values and power relations and play an active
role in shaping learning experiences. Education is thus a political-material process in which
the choice of technologies enables particular forms of reality and subjectivity. If knowledge
is the product of intra-actions among multiple agents, it cannot be transferred or owned as a
commodity. Learning is participation in the construction of reality rather than the
consumption of content. Educational research is likewise understood as producing
educational realities, and the researcher bears ethical responsibility for the worlds that are
brought into being.

Conclusion

Agential realism opens up a new horizon in education in which teaching is understood as
participation in the creation of the world. As a novel perspective in educational thought,
agential realism adopts a political and ethical stance, viewing education as a process that
actively contributes to the construction of reality. Within this framework, curriculum
planning, teaching, and assessment are no longer regarded as neutral tools; rather, each
function as an apparatus that, through processes of selection and exclusion, produces
particular realities and thereby foregrounds the responsibility of teachers and curriculum
designers. This approach moves beyond traditional dichotomies, conceiving learning as the
situated and collaborative production of reality. Ultimately, it defines education as
participation in world-making and rejects a commodified view of knowledge.
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Abstract

Lifelong learning, as an essential process for adapting to the rapid changes of the
contemporary world, requires a comprehensive and holistic model that goes beyond existing
instrumental approaches and also attends to the existential and spiritual dimensions of the
human being. The aim of this study is to present a novel conceptual model of lifelong learning
based on the theory of Transcendent Philosophy (Hikmat al-Muta'aliyah), developed by
Mulla Sadra. The findings indicate that Sadra’s key philosophical principles—substantial
motion(al-harakat al-jawhariyyah), the unity of the intellect and the intelligible (ittihad al-
aqil wa al-ma'qul), and the gradation of being (tashkik al-wujud), —can provide a strong
theoretical foundation for designing a model of lifelong learning. Substantial motion
conceptualizes learning as an endless and transformative process that leads to the existential
development of the human being. The unity of the intellect and the intelligible demonstrates
that learning goes beyond the mere transmission of information and constitutes an
ontological process through which the learner becomes united with knowledge. The
gradation of being emphasizes the hierarchical and gradual nature of learning in the pursuit
of higher levels of understanding. The originality of this study lies in its creative integration
of the Islamic philosophical tradition with contemporary educational challenges, offering an
indigenous framework for lifelong learning. Such a framework can serve as a basis for
designing educational systems aligned with the cultural and value structures of Islamic
societies and contribute to the enrichment of educational theory in this field.

Keywords: lifelong learning, transcendental wisdom, Mulla Sadra, conceptual model
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Synopsis

Adapting to the accelerating transformations of the contemporary world requires rethinking
lifelong learning beyond narrow instrumental and utilitarian frameworks. Much of the
existing literature on lifelong and lifelong learning remains confined to cognitive, skill-based,
or techno-functional paradigms, thereby neglecting the deeper existential, ontological, and
spiritual dimensions of human development. This reductionist orientation has produced
fragmented models that fail to capture the holistic nature of learning as a process of
becoming. In response to this theoretical limitation, the present study seeks to articulate a
comprehensive conceptual model of lifelong learning grounded in Mulla Sadra’s
Transcendent Philosophy (Hikmat al-Muta‘aliyah). The central aim is to reconstruct lifelong
learning as an ontological and transformative process, thereby contributing an indigenous
and philosophically robust framework to contemporary educational discourse.
Methodologically, the study adopts a qualitative, conceptual-deductive approach. It is based
on an in-depth documentary analysis of Mulla Sadra’s primary philosophical texts, combined
with a critical review of contemporary theories of lifelong learning. Through a process of
analytical interpretation and synthetic reconstruction, the study establishes a coherent
correspondence between key Sadrian metaphysical principles and the conceptual foundations
of lifelong learning. Rather than merely juxtaposing philosophical ideas with educational
concepts, the research undertakes a systematic effort to derive educational implications
directly from the internal logic of Sadra’s ontology.

The analysis is structured around three foundational principles of Transcendent Philosophy:
substantial motion (al-harakat al-jawhariyyah), the unity of the intellect and the intelligible
(ittihad al-‘aqil wa al-ma‘qul), and the gradation of existence (tashkik al-wujud). Each of
these principles provides a distinct yet interconnected lens for reinterpreting the nature,
process, and purpose of lifelong learning.

First, the principle of substantial motion redefines learning as an intrinsic, dynamic, and
perpetual process embedded in the very structure of human existence. From this perspective,
learning is not an external activity imposed upon a static subject but an essential mode of
being through which the learner undergoes lifelong existential transformation. This view
challenges dominant educational paradigms that treat learning as episodic, outcome-oriented,
or limited to formal institutional contexts. Instead, it conceptualizes lifelong learning as a
lifelong ontological journey characterized by constant renewal and self-transcendence.
Second, the doctrine of the unity of the intellect and the intelligible offers a profound
reconfiguration of the epistemological foundations of learning. It suggests that knowledge
acquisition is not merely the accumulation or representation of external information but an
existential unification between the knower and the known. In this sense, learning entails a
transformation in the very being of the learner, as the act of knowing brings about a
qualitative change in the subject’s ontological status. This insight moves beyond
representational theories of knowledge and supports a deeply integrative understanding of
learning, where cognition, existence, and identity are inseparably intertwined.

Third, the principle of the gradation of existence introduces a hierarchical and developmental
dimension to lifelong learning. It posits that reality unfolds across varying degrees of
intensity and perfection, and that human beings, through learning, can ascend toward higher
levels of existence and awareness. Accordingly, lifelong learning is understood as a staged
and progressive movement toward existential perfection, encompassing not only cognitive
development but also moral, spiritual, and existential growth. This perspective provides a
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teleological orientation to learning, emphasizing purpose, direction, and the pursuit of higher
gnosis.

In synthesizing these principles, the study proposes a multidimensional model of lifelong
learning characterized by three core features: ontological dynamism, epistemological unity,
and developmental gradation. This model stands in contrast to prevailing approaches that
isolate learning within cognitive or technical domains, offering instead a holistic framework
that integrates being, knowing, and becoming.

The originality of this research lies in its creative and systematic integration of Islamic
philosophical thought with contemporary educational theory. By drawing upon the rich
metaphysical insights of Mulla Sadra, the study not only addresses a significant theoretical
gap but also contributes to the indigenization of educational knowledge in non-Western
contexts. The proposed model has important implications for the design of educational
systems, curricula, and pedagogical practices that are aligned with the cultural, philosophical,
and spiritual foundations of Islamic societies.

In conclusion, the study argues that any meaningful conception of lifelong learning must
move beyond instrumental rationality and engage with the deeper ontological dimensions of
human existence. A Sadrian framework makes it possible to reconceptualize learning as a
lifelong process of existential transformation, in which the human being lifelongly redefines
and actualizes its potential. Such an approach not only enriches theoretical discussions in the
field of education but also opens new pathways for developing more holistic, meaningful,
and contextually grounded models of learning in the contemporary world.
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