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Abstract

The relationship between thought and language in Herder’s philosophy is usually formulated
either as a claim concerning the dependence of thought on language or presented as a
preliminary stage in the history of linguistic relativity and modern hermeneutics. Despite
their historical significance, both approaches fail to provide a precise account of the
reciprocal mechanism that Herder establishes among the faculty of reflection, signification,
memory, tradition, and cultivation, and they marginalize the educational implications of this
mechanism. The main question is how the reciprocal relationship between thought and
language in Herder’s philosophy can be reconstructed as a formative model and what
conception of learning, curriculum, and education this model provides. This study was
conducted through conceptual-historical analysis and normative reconstruction, based on a
reading of Herder’s works.

The findings show that Herder neither maintains the complete priority of thought over
language nor regards language as a prison of the mind. At the first level, the human reflective
capacity, or “reflective awareness” (Besonnenheit), makes possible the recognition of a
salient feature and the formation of the first sign; at the second level, established language
recursively organizes the manner of attention, memory, and conceptualization; and at the
third level, interaction among languages, texts, and traditions cultivates the capacity for
translation and self-critique. This structure may be called “formative linguisticality,” and its
educational form may be formulated as “hermencutic-formative education.”

Accordingly, the aim of education is not merely the transmission of information or linguistic
skills, but the development of learners’ “semantic agency,” a capacity that is formulated in
this study in five components: naming, differentiation, reinterpretation, translation, and the
critique of meaning. The theoretical and practical implications of this reconstruction include
the design of a language-aware curriculum across all subjects, the planned use of learners’
multilingual repertoires, linking concept teaching with embodied and historical experience,
strengthening interpretive dialogue, reconsidering assessment in multilingual environments,
and educating teachers who are sensitive to language ideologies and relations of power. The
findings of the study show that Herder can provide a theoretical mediation between the two
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poles of abstract cognitive universalism and linguistic determinism and offer contemporary
philosophy of education a model of human development that is simultaneously contextual,
dialogical, multilingual, and normative.

Keywords: Herder, Thought and Language, Philosophy of Education, Formative
Linguisticality, Hermeneutics, Educational Implications

Synopsis

This study reconstructs the reciprocal relationship between thought and language in Johann
Gottfried Herder’s philosophy and examines its implications for curriculum, multilingual
education, and teacher preparation. Existing interpretations often emphasize the dependence
of thought on language or Herder’s historical contribution to linguistic relativity and
hermeneutics. They give less systematic attention to the formative mechanism connecting
reflection, signs, memory, tradition, and human cultivation. The study asks how this
mechanism can be reconstructed as a model of education that explains the development of
understanding while clarifying its normative orientation.

The research combines conceptual and historical analysis, comparative hermeneutic reading,
and normative reconstruction. Its primary source is the Treatise on the Origin of Language
(1772), read alongside Herder’s historical, anthropological, and aesthetic writings. Key
concepts, including Besonnenheit, Merkmal, Bildung, and Humanitét, are interpreted within
their historical contexts. Contemporary scholarship on translanguaging, classroom dialogue,
and linguistically responsive teaching informs the examination of educational implications.
Throughout, historical interpretation is distinguished from the authors’ constructive
proposals. The terms ‘formative linguisticality,” ‘semantic agency,” and ‘hermencutic-
formative education’ designate concepts developed in this study and should not be attributed
directly to Herder.

The analysis identifies a recursive formative relationship operating at three interconnected
levels. First, Besonnenheit, understood as reflective awareness, enables human beings to
distinguish a salient feature (Merkmal) within sensory experience, retain it, and recognize it
as a sign. This elementary capacity for attention and discrimination makes linguistic
articulation possible without presupposing an already developed system of conceptual
thought. Second, historically established language reorganizes attention, memory,
conceptualization, and judgment. Public signs preserve experience, enable comparison, and
make accumulated knowledge available across generations. Third, interpretation, literary
creation, translation, and encounters among languages keep inherited meanings open to
revision. Language thus participates in the formation of thought while remaining susceptible
to reflective transformation. The resulting model of formative linguisticality explains
linguistic mediation without reducing cognition to linguistic determinism.

This account connects embodied perception with the historical and affective dimensions of
understanding. Linguistic traditions transmit ways of attending to the world, narrating
experience, and recognizing others. Poetry and narrative contribute to the cultivation of
imagination and affective discrimination, while translation reveals the limits of familiar
expressions and extends interpretive possibilities. Bildung is accordingly understood as the
cultivation of human capacities through engagement with inherited meanings; Humanitat
provides the normative horizon within which that cultivation is evaluated in relation to human
dignity and shared life.
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On this basis, the study formulates hermeneutic-formative education as guided participation
in worlds of meaning. Its central aim is semantic agency: the learner’s capacity to participate
consciously and with reasons in the formation, reconstruction, and evaluation of meaning.
This capacity comprises five interconnected activities: naming experience, making
conceptual distinctions, reinterpreting meanings, translating across languages or
representational forms, and critically examining meanings and their presuppositions.
Learning therefore requires opportunities to connect expressions with experience, justify
conceptual distinctions, and revise interpretations. Teachers mediate access to disciplinary
knowledge while enabling learners to question and reconstruct the language through which
that knowledge becomes intelligible.

Conclusion

The reconstruction yields a language-aware conception of curriculum across subject areas.
Teaching should make disciplinary vocabulary, genres, and forms of reasoning explicit and
connect formal concepts with observation, comparison, and lived experience. Planned
translanguaging allows learners to draw on their full linguistic repertoires while developing
access to academic and publicly shared forms of discourse. Interpretive dialogue, comparison
of translations, and movement among verbal, visual, and symbolic representations provide
contexts for exercising semantic agency. Assessment should distinguish conceptual
understanding and reasoning from proficiency in the dominant language, using varied forms
of expression where appropriate and explicit linguistic criteria when language production is
itself an educational objective.

The study’s distinctive contribution is a philosophical criterion for evaluating language-
sensitive educational practices. It distinguishes the opportunity to express a view, the ability
to grasp a conceptual distinction, and the capacity to assess that distinction’s validity. These
dimensions clarify why linguistic inclusion must be accompanied by opportunities for
reasoned conceptual inquiry. Linguistic access supports semantic agency when it enables
learners to understand, justify, and reconsider the distinctions on which knowledge depends.
Merely reproducing equivalent terms in several languages does not establish such agency. A
learner’s ability to test a definition against counterexamples, explain a translation choice, or
revise an interpretation provides stronger evidence. This criterion connects recognition of
linguistic diversity with access to shared knowledge and responsibility for the meanings
through which learners participate in collective life.

Teacher education should consequently integrate analysis of disciplinary discourse, sustained
engagement with multilingual learners, and reflection on language ideologies. Teachers need
hermeneutic judgment to decide how familiar languages can support understanding, when
explicit linguistic instruction is required, and how cultural recognition can be combined with
criticism of exclusion and unequal power. Educational justice, on this account, includes
equitable opportunities to articulate experience, be understood, and participate in evaluating
shared meanings.

These implications require a critical appropriation of Herder. His defense of common
humanity coexists with hierarchical civilizational judgments and ambiguities surrounding
Volk that may obscure internal differences and individual autonomy. The reconstruction
therefore treats equal dignity, the right to dissent within a community, and the revisability of
inherited identities as contemporary normative commitments. Since the inquiry is theoretical,
its proposals constitute a framework for educational interpretation and design rather than
demonstrated effects of an intervention. Its principal conclusion is that education develops
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human capacities by joining participation in linguistic traditions with the ability to translate,
evaluate, and transform them.
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Abstract

The present study was conducted to critique the evaluation system and assist in decision-making
in order to promote the disciplines of social sciences, in comparison to other branches of science,
based on a research commercialization approach. The critical research method was used to
achieve this goal. Examining the challenges of the neoliberal approach in Iran's higher education
system - with the emergence of "wealth-creating universities" and "internationalization of
universities" and its consequences for social sciences - reveals that increased competition and
reduced space for collaboration, an instrumentalist view of humans, the transformation of
knowledge into a commodity for profit, incompatibility of social sciences knowledge with social
and cultural contexts, deviation from scientific identity, decreased motivation of social sciences
students and professors, the neglect of ethics, and the perception of social sciences as useless are
among these challenges. In additionthe emphasis on economic success and labor-market
preparedness as major motivations for students has reduced their inclination to undertake
theoretical and fundamental research, since students tend to perceive their future career prospects
as lying in disciplines and research areas that are closer to the market. as concrete examples of
the prevalence of market culture and commercialization in higher education, especially in social
sciences, in Iran. particularly in the field of social sciences. Consequently, to overcome this crisis
in the social sciences, a return to the university’s fundamental mission of producing “meaning”
and “truth,” rather than “products” and “prices,” is an epistemic necessity

Keywords: Commercialization, internationalization, neoliberalism, marketization, promoting
social sciences.

@ (® | ©2026 The author(s). This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY 4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, as long
as the original authors and source are cited. No permission is required from the authors or the publishers.


mailto:amrahi@um.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2639-009X

VP Jlo oY ojled V8 093 RPEVRPINPEY R E PGNP g PSS I O

Synopsis

Within the knowledge-based economy paradigm, the production, dissemination, and utilization
of knowledge have assumed fundamental importance, reshaping expectations of scientific and
academic institutions. Alongside teaching and research, universities have taken on greater
responsibility for economic growth, knowledge transfer, and wealth creation. Consequently,
research commercialization and university internationalization have become integral to higher
education development policies. By extending market mechanisms into educational institutions,
neoliberalism has contributed to changes in universities’ missions, values, and evaluation criteria.
Knowledge is increasingly assessed in terms of its exchangeability, capacity to attract funding,
and economic returns, placing disciplines capable of generating direct revenue and tangible
products in a more favorable position.

Research commercialization has largely developed in fields closely connected to industry and
technological production. However, the nature of research in the humanities, its problems, and
the application of its findings differ from those fields. Much of its contribution lies in
understanding the human condition, generating meaning, advancing social critique, and
reconsidering cultural and ethical relations. These contributions do not necessarily yield products
with immediate economic returns. Applying uniform evaluation criteria across disciplines may
therefore undermine the humanities, particularly their fundamental research. This study critically
examines research evaluation to inform decisions concerning the advancement of the humanities.
It asks how commercialization within neoliberal ideology affects the nature and functions of
fundamental research in these disciplines and what challenges arise when their legitimacy is
grounded in market logic.

The study adopted a critical research approach. Drawing on theoretical discussions and research
concerning higher education commercialization, neoliberalism, and the valuation of knowledge,
it examined the assumptions and consequences of the dominance of market logic in universities.
The analysis began with the foundations of higher education commercialization and proceeded
to explore neoliberalism’s internal contradictions and its incompatibilities with the nature and
mission of the humanities. Within this framework, the study addressed the reification of
knowledge, epistemic reductionism, paradoxes of university governance, and the crisis of
valuation in the humanities. It also considered the conditions for strengthening academic
autonomy and the emancipatory capacity of these disciplines.

The analysis indicates that commercialization extends beyond changes in university financing to
encompass changes in the criteria by which knowledge is valued. When marketability, returns on
investment, and quantifiable outputs become dominant criteria, the epistemic, ethical, cultural,
and public value of knowledge risks being reduced to instrumental and economic value. The
growing influence of customers and funding providers shapes research problems and priorities,
marginalizing truth-seeking and critical understanding of the social world. In the humanities, this
transformation restricts opportunities to investigate fundamental questions and problems that
possess social and epistemic significance but lack short-term economic returns.

The findings also reveal contradictions within neoliberal university governance. While
emphasizing freedom of choice and decentralization, this approach simultaneously directs
universities toward uniform frameworks through standardization, rankings, and performance
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indicators. Reduced direct intervention does not necessarily increase academic autonomy; it may
instead introduce new forms of control through accountability and performance measurement.
This contradiction is particularly consequential for the humanities, whose research problems and
processes are embedded in social, historical, and cultural contexts. Uniform criteria can therefore
weaken epistemic diversity and responsiveness to local concerns.

In research evaluation, excessive reliance on publication counts, citation metrics, and other
quantitative indicators creates a divergence between producing valid knowledge and acquiring
professional recognition. Researchers are encouraged to maximize measurable outputs, while the
quality of argumentation, theoretical depth, and conceptual innovation receive less attention.
Competitive pressures and dominant quantitative incentives create conditions conducive to
declining research originality and increasingly formalistic practices in knowledge production and
publication. Research, as an activity of truth-seeking and critical reflection, consequently risks
becoming an exercise in the mass production of outputs.

At the human and educational levels, the challenges include intensified competition, diminished
collaboration, instrumental treatment of academics and students, weakened moral agency, and
the subordination of academic autonomy to economic interests. A preference for disciplines and
research closely aligned with market demands reduces motivation for theoretical and fundamental
inquiry and reinforces perceptions of the humanities as unproductive. These developments
conflict with the humanities’ mission to cultivate critical judgment, responsibility, and sensitivity
to public concerns. They also challenge human dignity and morally grounded freedom as
understood within Islamic conceptions of the human person.

Conclusion

Improving the contribution of the humanities and strengthening their societal role are defensible
objectives. Nevertheless, the benefits and usefulness of knowledge cannot be confined to market
profitability. Although the humanities share important characteristics with other fields of inquiry,
differences in their subject matter, purposes, and applications require appropriate evaluation
criteria. Their practical relevance and contribution to societal problems do not entail accepting
the market as the authority determining their value and legitimacy. Practical effectiveness and
truth-seeking can reinforce one another, provided that the value of knowledge is not reduced to
its marketability.

Accordingly, research evaluation must recognize the quality of argumentation, theoretical depth,
originality, and long-term social contributions. Financial and institutional support for
fundamental research and the protection of academic autonomy against direct market pressures
are also necessary. Interdisciplinary collaboration directed toward understanding the human and
cultural dimensions of problems, alongside renewed attention to fundamental questions, can
strengthen the emancipatory capacity of the humanities. Analytical engagement with Islamic
foundations, emphasizing justice, human dignity, cooperation, and social responsibility, further
provides grounds for reconsidering the relationship between knowledge and the common good.
Ultimately, commercialization requires fundamental critique when it reconstructs the university’s
epistemological foundations around profit and price. Recognizing the university’s responsibility
for producing meaning and pursuing truth, together with the public value of knowledge, is
essential to sustaining the critical and social role of the humanities.
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Abstract

Research on the teaching of philosophy has mostly focused on assessing the educational
outcomes of this course, paying less attention to how the subject is constituted within the
power relations of the philosophy classroom. This study was conducted to investigate the
event of subjectification in high school philosophy education, based on a Foucauldian reading
and focusing on the narratives of teachers and students. The study adopted a qualitative
approach using directed content analysis. Participants included 9 available philosophy and
logic teachers and 11 twelfth-grade humanities students from academic high schools in Neka,
who were selected purposefully considering the diversity of their responses. After extracting
semantic units, initial coding, and organizing them into sub-themes and main themes, the
data were analyzed through the lens of Foucauldian concepts. The findings revealed that
philosophy education was effective in shaping the philosophical subject across three
domains: insight, attitude, and action. In the production of the philosophical subject, the
emergence of features such as questioning and reasoning, acceptance of differing
perspectives and ambiguity, increased self-confidence in expressing opinions, participation
in dialogue, and reflection on personal decisions were observable. At the same time, these
findings contain implicit guidelines for improving the philosophy classroom. These
guidelines were presented at four levels: teaching methods practices, the teacher’s role and
relations with students, assessment practices, and the classroom and school level.
Keywords: Teaching of Philosophy, Subjectivation, Michel Foucault, Power

Synopsis

This study examines subjectivation in the secondary-school philosophy classroom from a
Foucauldian perspective, focusing on the experiences of philosophy and logic teachers and
twelfth-grade students. Previous research on philosophy education has largely emphasized
educational outcomes, while paying less attention to how subjectivity is constituted within
classroom relations. The study therefore approaches the philosophy classroom as a field of

@ (® | ©2026 The author(s). This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY 4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, as
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power/knowledge relations in which students’ ways of thinking, relating to themselves and
others, and acting can be transformed.

A qualitative approach and directed content analysis were employed. Participants included
nine accessible philosophy and logic teachers and eleven twelfth-grade humanities students
in theoretical secondary schools in Neka. They were selected purposively with attention to
variation in their responses. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews. After
extracting semantic units and developing initial codes, the codes were organized into
subthemes and main themes and interpreted through Foucauldian concepts, particularly
power/knowledge, subjectivation, and technologies of the self. Insight, attitude, and action
served as organizing empirical domains rather than as a linear causal sequence.

The findings indicate that philosophy education is associated with changes in the formation
of a philosophical subject across these three domains. In the domain of insight, participants
reported greater questioning, reasoning, consideration of multiple perspectives, and
reconsideration of taken-for-granted assumptions. In the domain of attitude, accounts pointed
to greater openness toward different viewpoints and ambiguity, increased confidence in
expressing opinions, and willingness to engage in dialogue. In the domain of action,
participation in discussion, giving reasons for judgments, and reflection on personal decisions
were among the reported changes. These findings suggest that philosophy education can
create conditions in which students develop particular relations to knowledge, truth,
themselves, and others.

From a Foucauldian perspective, these changes are not simply educational gains detached
from power. They emerge through classroom practices that encourage students to question,
articulate, examine, and regulate themselves. The teacher also participates in the relations of
power/knowledge through which classroom possibilities are organized. At the same time, the
findings reveal constraints, including limited interest in philosophy among some students,
restricted participation, persistence of previous patterns of thinking, curricular limitations,
and assessment pressures. Subjectivation therefore appears neither uniform nor
predetermined, but contingent upon the interaction of pedagogical practices, institutional
conditions, and students’ responses.

Conclusion

The findings suggest that the secondary-school philosophy classroom should not be
understood merely as a setting for transmitting philosophical information. It is a field of
power/knowledge relations in which particular ways of thinking, speaking, judging, and
relating to oneself and others become possible. Across the three empirical domains of insight,
attitude, and action, teachers’ and students’ accounts indicate the emergence of
characteristics associated with a philosophical subject: questioning, reasoning, attention to
multiple perspectives, openness to ambiguity, confidence in expressing views, participation
in dialogue, and reflection on judgments and decisions.

These findings can be interpreted through Foucauldian subjectivation. When students
question apparently self-evident claims, ask for reasons, compare interpretations, or
reconsider previous beliefs, they are not merely acquiring skills; their relation to knowledge
and to themselves is being reorganized. Technologies of the self become visible in practices
through which students examine their assumptions, articulate their positions, and reconsider
their jJudgments. Thus, the significance of philosophy education lies partly in the possibilities
it creates for students to participate in their own formation as thinking and reflective subjects.
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The findings also complicate the role of the teacher. The teacher is not outside relations of
power as a purely liberating agent. Rather, teachers help organize the conditions under which
students speak, question, justify, and evaluate claims, while their own professional action is
shaped by curriculum, assessment, and institutional requirements. The classroom is therefore
a relational field in which power operates through pedagogical practices rather than simply
being imposed from above.

The study also identified constraints and divergent responses. Some students regarded
philosophy as uninteresting or of limited usefulness, while limited participation and
persistence of previous patterns of thinking were also reported. Teachers referred to
constraints such as limited time, curricular pressures, and the dominance of assessment
requirements. These findings indicate that subjectivation is not a uniform outcome. They also
suggest caution in labeling every negative response as “resistance”; the evidence more
securely supports interpreting such responses as tensions and constraints within the relations
of power surrounding philosophy education.

The findings have practical implications at four levels identified in the study. At the level of
teaching methods, greater use of questioning, dialogue, reason-giving, comparison of
perspectives, and examination of taken-for-granted assumptions can create space for
students’ active participation. At the level of teacher—student relations, teachers can support
students in expressing disagreement and developing their own positions while requiring
reasons for those positions. At the level of assessment, greater attention can be given to
reasoning, interpretation, questioning, and reflective judgment rather than reproduction of
philosophical information alone. At the classroom and school level, sufficient time and
institutional space are needed for sustained philosophical dialogue.

A Foucauldian approach, therefore, does not propose a fixed model of the ideal philosophical
student. Its value lies in examining how desirable forms of subjectivity are produced through
classroom practices and institutional arrangements. Philosophy teaching can contribute to
subjectivation when it opens spaces for students to question, reason, reconsider themselves,
and engage seriously with difference.
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Abstract

The present study, with a critical approach, analyzes and evaluates the “community of
inquiry” as the methodological core of the Philosophy for Children program, based on the
foundations of transcendental wisdom and with emphasis on the epistemological status of the
faculty of imagination. To this end, it first explains the ontological and epistemological
foundations of Sadra’i philosophy, including the substantial motion of the soul, the stages of
sensory, imaginal, and intellectual perception, the mediating and foundational role of the
faculty of imagination, and the genetic and epistemological relation between imagination and
intellect. Then, the presuppositions and mechanisms of the community of inquiry are
critiqued based on this framework. Findings indicate that the dominant emphasis of this
method on dialogical rationality, argumentation, and linguistic-logical skills is not fully
consistent with the Sadra’i conception of the genetic and perceptual stages of the soul and
the foundational role of the faculty of imagination in the process of knowledge. From the
perspective of transcendental wisdom, neglecting the mediating role of imagination can lead
to reducing its function to a tool for facilitating learning, hastening the transition from sensory
and imaginal stages to intellection, and creating discontinuity among the learner’s perceptual
stages. Accordingly, rethinking the Philosophy for Children program requires attention to the
existential structure and perceptual capacities of the learner and a redefinition of the role of
the faculty of imagination in relation to intellect.

Keywords: Philosophy and the child, PAC/FPEC, imagination, community of inquiry,
Sadra'i philosophy.

Synopsis

The Philosophy for Children (P4C) program, developed by Matthew Lipman in the 1970s,
regards philosophical inquiry as a collaborative and dialogical activity through which
children are encouraged to ask questions, examine ideas, provide reasons, and develop

@ ® | ©2026 The author(s). This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY 4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, as
long as the original authors and source are cited. No permission is required from the authors or the publishers.
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critical thinking skills (Lipman, 1991, 2003). One of the central methodological components
of this program is the “Community of Inquiry,” in which children engage in collective
discussion of philosophical questions, often prompted by stories and narrative situations.
Although this approach has contributed to the development of dialogical and argumentative
skills, its underlying assumptions about the nature of the child, the process of knowing, and
the relationship between imagination and reason require further philosophical examination.

The present study critically examines the Community of Inquiry from the perspective of
Sadra'i philosophy, with particular emphasis on the epistemological status of the faculty of
imagination. Its central concern is whether the dialogical and argument-oriented structure of
this method adequately corresponds to the existential and cognitive development of the
learner, as understood within Transcendent Philosophy. More specifically, the study
investigates the relationship between the Community of Inquiry's emphasis on reasoning and
verbal argumentation and the Sadra'i account of the gradual development of the human soul
through the levels of sensory, imaginal, and intellectual perception.

This research is a fundamental theoretical study conducted through a descriptive-analytical
approach and based on documentary and library research. Its materials are drawn from three
groups of sources: the foundational writings of the Philosophy for Children program,
particularly Lipman's works; primary and interpretive sources in Sadra'i philosophy; and
contemporary studies addressing the relationship between Islamic philosophy and
philosophical education for children. The analysis proceeds by examining the principal
assumptions and mechanisms of the Community of Inquiry, identifying the relevant
ontological and epistemological principles of Sadra'i philosophy, and critically comparing
the two approaches. The comparison focuses particularly on their respective understandings
of cognitive development, the role of narrative and imagination, and the nature of rational
activity.

The theoretical framework of the study is grounded in several interconnected principles of
Sadra'i philosophy. The first is the principle of the substantial motion of the soul, according
to which the human soul is not a fixed entity but undergoes continuous existential
development. Human growth, therefore, cannot be reduced to biological maturation or
chronological age; it also involves the gradual actualization of perceptual capacities and the
formation of intellectual and moral dispositions (Sadra, 1981; Motahhari, 2010). From this
perspective, education is not merely the transmission of information or the acquisition of
particular skills. Rather, it is a process that can contribute to the existential development of
the learner. Consequently, educational activities, especially those involving abstract
philosophical concepts, should take account of the learner's actual perceptual capacities while
also providing opportunities for their gradual development.

The second principle concerns the three principal levels of human perception: sensory,
imaginal, and intellectual perception. Sensory perception is associated with material objects
and particular experiences. Imaginal perception, although no longer dependent on the
immediate presence of material objects, retains particular forms and provides the soul with
the capacity to preserve, reproduce, combine, and create images. Intellectual perception, in
turn, concerns universal concepts and abstract meanings (Sadra, 1981). These levels are not
merely separate cognitive techniques; they are related to the gradual development of the soul.
Within this framework, imagination has a significant mediating position between sensory
experience and intellectual understanding. Its development is therefore important for the
formation of the capacities required for more abstract forms of thought.
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The third principle concerns the epistemological and educational functions of imagination.
In Sadra'i philosophy, imagination cannot be regarded merely as a temporary instrument for
attracting attention or facilitating learning. It is an essential level of perception through which
meanings can take imaginal forms and become accessible to the learner. Narratives, symbols,
and imaginative representations can thus provide more than an initial stimulus for discussion:
they can contribute to the learner's encounter with meanings at the imaginal level. In
connection with the principle of the unity of the knower and the known, the study also
emphasizes that knowing should not be reduced to the storage of information; it involves a
relation between the soul and the object of knowledge (Sadra, 1981). From this perspective,
imaginative experience can provide a basis for subsequent intellectual analysis.

A further aspect of the theoretical framework is the relationship between imagination and
intellect. In Sadra'i philosophy, these faculties should not be understood as mutually
exclusive. Although imagination has a prior and mediating role in the developmental
movement toward intellectual perception, reason can subsequently guide and regulate
imaginative activity. The educational issue, therefore, is neither the unrestricted
encouragement of imagination nor its suppression in favor of abstract reasoning. Rather, it
concerns the gradual cultivation of imagination and its appropriate relationship with intellect
(Javadi Amoli, 2005; HosseinPoor, 2013).

On the basis of this framework, the study identifies several points of tension between Sadra'i
philosophy and the dominant structure of the Community of Inquiry. First, the emphasis on
dialogical reasoning, logical judgment, and argumentative participation may presuppose a
degree of readiness for abstract intellectual activity without sufficiently considering the
gradual development of the learner's perceptual capacities. From the perspective of Sadra'i
philosophy, intellectual reasoning should not be treated as the immediate starting point of
philosophical education, since the development of the soul involves interconnected
perceptual levels. An insufficient consideration of these levels may result in a premature
transition to abstract reasoning and a superficial or predominantly verbal understanding of
philosophical concepts.

Second, the role assigned to stories and imaginative situations in the Community of Inquiry
requires reconsideration. In the conventional structure of the program, narratives often
function as stimuli for initiating philosophical discussion and providing material for
subsequent questioning and argumentation (Lipman, 2003). However, from the Sadra'i
perspective, the educational and epistemological significance of imagination cannot be
exhausted by this introductory function. Narrative and imaginative forms may contribute
directly to the learner's perception and internalization of meanings. Reducing them to
motivational devices risks overlooking the distinctive role of imagination in the process of
knowing.

Third, the transition from sensory and narrative experiences to abstract discussion may fail
to preserve sufficient continuity among the levels of perception. If the imaginal dimension of
experience is not adequately developed, philosophical concepts may become subjects of
verbal discussion before they have acquired sufficient depth in the learner's perceptual
experience. This concern is particularly significant when abstract concepts are discussed
primarily through logical definitions and argumentative exchanges, without sufficient
attention to the experiential and imaginal dimensions through which those concepts may
become meaningful.
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Fourth, the emphasis on verbal expression, logical argument, and the ability to criticize the
views of others may privilege the linguistic form of participation over the depth of
understanding. From the perspective of Sadra'i philosophy, genuine knowledge is connected
with the development of the soul and cannot be identified solely with the ability to formulate
arguments or manipulate concepts verbally. Accordingly, the study questions whether the
predominance of linguistic and logical performance in the Community of Inquiry adequately
reflects the broader dimensions of intellectual and existential development.

Finally, the study draws attention to the relationship between imagination and intellect.
Although the Community of Inquiry makes use of stories and imaginative situations, its
principal emphasis is placed on the external examination of ideas through dialogue and
reasoning. The Sadra'i framework, by contrast, highlights the importance of the relationship
between the cultivation of imagination and its subsequent guidance by intellect. Insufficient
attention to this relationship may result either in the neglect of imagination or in imaginative
activity that is not adequately integrated with rational judgment.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that the differences between the Community of Inquiry and Sadra'i
philosophy extend beyond educational techniques and concern more fundamental
assumptions about human nature, knowledge, and the process of cognitive development.
While the Community of Inquiry places considerable emphasis on dialogue, argumentation,
and the development of logical and critical thinking skills, Sadra'i philosophy understands
education in relation to the gradual existential development of the soul and the interconnected
levels of sensory, imaginal, and intellectual perception.

The central finding of this study is that the faculty of imagination occupies an essential
epistemological position within the Sadra'i account of human knowing. It is not simply a
preliminary or motivational instrument that can be set aside once verbal discussion begins.
Rather, it constitutes an important mediating level through which sensory experiences and
particular forms can contribute to the development of intellectual understanding.
Consequently, insufficient attention to imagination may weaken the continuity between
perceptual levels and encourage a premature emphasis on abstract reasoning.

The analysis also shows that the Community of Inquiry's emphasis on argumentative and
linguistic performance raises questions about the relationship between verbal competence
and deeper understanding. From the perspective of Sadra'i philosophy, the educational value
of philosophical activity cannot be assessed exclusively through the learner's ability to
express reasons, formulate judgments, or participate in logical discussion. It must also be
considered in relation to the development of perceptual capacities and the learner's gradual
engagement with meaning.

These criticisms do not amount to an outright rejection of dialogue, questioning, or
collaborative inquiry. Rather, they indicate the need to examine the philosophical
assumptions underlying these practices and to assess their suitability in relation to the
learner's existential and perceptual capacities. The principal contribution of the present study
is therefore to shift the critical examination of the Philosophy for Children program toward
the epistemological status of imagination and its relationship with the developmental
structure of the human soul.

In conclusion, Sadra'i philosophy provides a theoretical framework for identifying certain
limitations in the dominant emphasis of the Community of Inquiry on dialogical rationality
and argumentative skills. It highlights the importance of considering the continuity of
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sensory, imaginal, and intellectual perception, recognizing the epistemological role of
imagination, and examining its reciprocal relationship with intellect. Such considerations can
contribute to a more philosophically grounded assessment of the foundations and educational
implications of the Philosophy for Children program.
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Abstract

Prevailing discourses on understanding and educating the child tend to view the child mainly
through psychological-developmental, legal, or skills-based approaches; approaches that
regard the child as a “deficient” and “still developing” being and define the aim of education
as bringing the child to a desirable state in adulthood. Examining the relationship between
childhood and social sustainability, this article revisits the common “a posteriori” view of
social sustainability, which treats it as an external, future-oriented state to be attained, and
explores the possibility of an “a priori” view: one that understands sustainability as an
ontological matter rooted in human beings’ mode of being in the world. The central argument
is that the ontology of childhood is not a marginal topic but a gateway to thinking about social
sustainability; not in the sense that children should be educated for a future sustainability, but
in the sense that the child’s mode of being, as a being who simultaneously “is” and
“becomes,” already lives a form of sustainability here and now. Drawing on the contested
literature on “being” and “becoming” in childhood studies, and critiquing the prevailing
educational discourse that views the child largely through deficiency, the article shows that
the relationship between childhood and social sustainability is not merely instrumental and
temporal. The educational implications of this rethinking are formulated not as new
prescriptions but as a shift in the quality of the educator’s presence alongside the child, from
“compensating for a deficiency” to “making room for the child’s emergence,” and as a
distinct understanding of childhood among parents. The study adopts critical reflection as its
method and does not seek to advance a definitive claim; rather, it seeks to open a theoretical
possibility for rethinking the relationship between the ontology of childhood and social
sustainability.

Keywords: Ontology of Childhood; Social Sustainability; Being and Becoming; A Priori
View; Child Education
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Synopsis

This article examines the relationship between childhood and social sustainability by asking
where sustainability originates. In Iran, as elsewhere, social sustainability has become a
major concern for policymakers and researchers, yet studies in Tehran, Zahedan, Ilam
Province, and other settings continue to report low sustainability and persistent educational
inequality. Most of these studies, and the major conceptual frameworks in the field
(Eizenberg and Jabareen, 2017; Vallance, Perkins, and Dixon, 2011; Ahman, 2013), treat
sustainability as an external state, measured by indicators and attained in the future. The
article calls this the “a posteriori” view. Even the studies closest to this claim, such as Lecusay
and colleagues’ view of sustainability as an ecology of caring practices, reach their
conclusions by analyzing practice, and systematic reviews show the field is organized around
policies and programs, not theoretical foundations explaining why childhood should be a site
of reflection. Its central question is whether the limited yield of the a posteriori view points
to a deeper, ontological layer: an “a priori” possibility in which sustainability is rooted in the
human mode of being in the world.

Methodologically, the study is a theoretical inquiry based on critical reflection (Fook,2025;
Morley, 2008). Texts from the literature on childhood studies and social sustainability were
purposively selected for their link to the tension between “being” and “becoming” or to an
ontological redefinition of sustainability. They were analyzed in three steps following the
DEAL model (Describe, Examine, Articulate Learning). Each text was read on its own terms;
the texts were compared in light of the guiding question, and an ontological formulation and
its educational implications were drawn out. Validity rests on the transparency and coherence
of the interpretive reasoning, the fair representation of alternative views, and the researcher’s
explicit reflection on their assumptions, not on statistical tests. The study makes no definitive
claim; it aims to open a theoretical possibility.

The first finding concerns the dominant discourses on childhood: the psychological-
developmental, the sociological-legal (e.g., Lundy’s participation model,2007), and the
skills-based (e.g., the OECD Learning Compass 2030). Despite their differences, all define
the child as “deficient” and “still developing,” whether psychologically, legally, or in terms
of competence, and thus define the child only in relation to adulthood (James and
Prout,1990). A limited review of Iranian upstream documents suggests that the same logic
prevails there, although this judgment is preliminary. Such approaches reproduce the a
posteriori logic: qualities such as cooperation and responsibility are transmitted as external
skills, not lived by the child.

The second finding is that the child can be understood as simultaneously “being” and
“becoming” (Uprichard,2008). Taking the child’s present seriously is the condition for a
desirable future, not a means to it. This leads to rethinking being as both necessary and
dynamic. Drawing on a general insight from Heidegger’s being-in-the-world, and on
resonances with Takkinen, Pulkki, and Vadén, the article suggests that human existence is
relational from the outset. If sustainability is the quality of this relation, it cannot be imposed
from outside. The third finding follows: childhood is not an instrument for achieving
sustainability, but the place where sustainability is already lived, and it cannot be postponed
to adulthood.

Conclusion

The educational implications are formulated not as new prescriptions but as a change in the
quality of the educator’s presence. Drawing on Arendt’s notion of natality and Biesta’s
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critique of “learnification,” the educator’s task shifts from “compensating for a deficiency”
to “making room for the child’s emergence,” recognizing the child as someone who appears
and not as something to be shaped. This resembles a Socratic, midwife-like role. The teacher
accompanies the child’s own questions, for example about a leaf’s shape or a plant’s need
for water, deepening and orienting them without imposing values. The same logic extends
from the child’s encounter with a phenomenon, to a dispute over sharing, to collective
decisions about a shared space. Sustainability grows from “I and the other,” then “I and
others,” not from external rules. Planting, cooperative games, and environmental storytelling
can serve as settings for this ontological dialogue. Parents’ views of childhood, largely
shaped by market-driven and competence-oriented pressures, need reconsideration in the
same way: from preparing the child for adulthood to understanding childhood as both being
and becoming.

The article concludes that persistent unsustainability may stem partly not from weak
implementation or policy but from the a posteriori view itself, which seeks sustainability in
indicators and programs and not in the mode of being of those who must sustain it. Its
principal contribution is an ontological argument for why childhood should be a site of
reflection on sustainability, whereas most existing studies ask how to work with children for
it. Because the study is theoretical, it offers an opening, not a definitive claim. Future research
should examine it through empirical study of educational practice, closer analysis of Iranian
educational documents and field experience, and engagement with alternative theoretical
traditions. The view should be tested alongside existing approaches, not as their replacement,
to deepen understanding of where social sustainability begins.
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- Equity

- Safety

- Eco-prosumption

- Sustainable Urban Forms

- Compactness

- Mixed land uses

- Greening

0. development sustainability
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Abstract

The contemporary formal education system in Iran faces extensive structural and
epistemological challenges, including extreme rote memorization, learner objectification,
one-dimensional learning, and an existential crisis of meaning—deficiencies explicitly
acknowledged in the diagnostic preamble of the Fundamental Transformation Document of
Education as neglect of the multiple domains of education and alienation from human
existential ends. Employing a philosophical inquiry approach (conceptual analysis and
Frankena’s deductive-inferential model), this study aims to derive and articulate the
educational implications of Avicennian wisdom for addressing contemporary issues in
education, moving from the prevailing transmission-oriented, mechanistic structure toward
an agency-centered, balanced, and flourishing system. To this end, moving beyond an
exclusive focus on The Book of Healing (Al-Shifa), the inquiry synthesizes Avicenna’s
broader corpus—including Household Management (Tadabir al-Manazil), The Canon of
Medicine (Al-Qanun fi al-Tibb), Remarks and Admonitions (Al-Isharat wa al-Tanbihat), and
his allegorical treatises (Hayy ibn Yagzan, Salaman and Absal, and the Qasida Ayniyya)—
as an integrated system. The findings reveal that Avicenna, acting uniquely as both
"physician of bodies" and "physician of souls," articulates an organic, two-tiered educational
progression: an ethical-somatic preparatory stage (tamhid) during childhood (focused on
humoral balance, emotional habituation, and peer engagement); followed by an intellectual
actualization stage (istikmal) during adolescence and youth (centered on demonstrative logic,
intellectual autonomy, and conjunction with the Active Intellect). Based on this synthesis,
four fundamental principles—demonstrative understanding, somatic-rational equilibrium,
agentic-peer dialogue, and symbolic meaning-making—were derived, providing concrete
strategies to resolve persistent crises in curriculum reform, assessment systems, and teacher
education.

Keywords: Avicennian Wisdom, Educational Implications, Contemporary Issues in
Education, Educational Pathology, Philosophy of Education
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Synopsis

Over the past four decades, the formal education system in Iran has undergone continuous
legislative and curricular interventions aimed at cultivating an authentic cultural identity and
balanced human development. Despite extensive resource allocations, the system remains
trapped in a technocratic, transmission-oriented paradigm characterized by severe rote
memorization, high-stakes examination pressures (the Konkur [national university entrance
examination] syndrome), the objectification of learners, and cognitive-emotional exhaustion
(Farahbakhsh et al., 2020; Hajidehabadi, 2020; Hakimzadeh, 2019). This structural impasse
is formally acknowledged in the diagnostic preamble of Iran’s overarching policy charter,
the Fundamental Transformation Document of Education (Supreme Council of the Cultural
Revolution [SCCR], 2011), which critiques the prevailing educational architecture for
adopting fragmented, positivist assumptions that reduce human flourishing to one-
dimensional cognitive-behavioral measures. While this reform charter mandates a historic
paradigm shift toward nurturing human agency across six balanced educational domains,
practical reform remains paralyzed by the absence of an indigenous, systemic philosophical
framework capable of translating normative prescriptions into classroom reality (Bayat &
Ghaffari, 2020; SCCR, 2011).

The present study resolves this systemic dilemma by conducting a comprehensive re-reading
of the philosophical and medical corpus of Avicenna (Ibn Sina, 980-1037 CE). Unlike purely
speculative philosophers, Avicenna’s authority stems from the dialectical unity between his
demonstrative metaphysics in The Book of Healing (Al-Shifa) and his empirical clinical
methodology in The Canon of Medicine (Al-Qanun fi al-Tibb) (Avicenna, 1983, 1988b,
1999). Moving beyond conventional scholarship that confines Avicennian education to
Tadabir al-Manazil, this inquiry synthesizes his philosophical psychology (Kitab al-Nafs),
logic (Al-Burhan), medical pediatrics (Al-Qanun), and allegorical treatises (Hayy ibn Yagzan,
Salaman and Absal, and Qasida Ayniyya) into an integrated system (Avicenna, 1908, 1987,
1988a, 1996; Gutas, 2014; Nasr, 2006). Methodologically, the study integrates conceptual
analysis (Coombs & Daniels, 2015) with William Frankena’s deductive-inferential model
(Bagheri et al., 2010; Frankena, 1965) to construct a rigorous bridge between descriptive
metaphysical premises and concrete educational practices. The implementation of this
inferential framework yields three core developmental and paradigmatic findings, followed
by concrete policy imperatives:

1. The Conceptual Reconfiguration of Education: Bridging Somatic and Spiritual Medicine
In the Avicennian paradigm, education is not a mechanical transmission of static information,
but a dynamic nexus and organic mediator bridging the "medicine of bodies" (tibb al-abdan)
and the "medicine of souls" (tibb al-nufus). Education is formally defined as a gradual,
harmonious, and teleological process aimed at balancing the somatic temperament (mizaj),
disciplining lower appetitive and irascible drives, cultivating demonstrative reasoning in the
theoretical intellect, and establishing prudent agency in the practical intellect. Through this
trajectory, the learner (mutarabbi) transcends material passivity to achieve intellectual
autonomy, moral virtue, and proximity to the First Principle.

2. The Two-Tiered Developmental Continuum: Tamhid and Istikmal

Avicennian educational psychology establishes an organic progression structured across two
sequential developmental phases:

a. The Ethical-Somatic Preparatory Stage (Tamhid): In childhood, before intellectual
maturity (tamyiz), education prioritizes the primacy of affective habituation and bodily
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equilibrium (Avicenna, 1908, 1988b). By regulating sleep, nutrition, and rhythmic physical
movement, the somatic substrate and "respiratory spirit" (al-ruh al-bukhari) are purified.
Moral virtues are internalized through peer-mediated socialization (al-ta'dib bi-al-qurana’),
where cooperative interaction among cohort peers prevents egotism and cultivates civic
empathy without imposing premature abstract reasoning.

b. The Intellectual Actualization Stage (Istikmal): Following puberty, as discerning intellect
awakens, educational focus shifts to the cultivation of the rational soul. The practical intellect
establishes ethical self-governance, while the theoretical intellect masters demonstrative
logic (al-burhan), progresses organically through the ladder of sciences (from logic and
natural philosophy to mathematics and metaphysics), discovers middle terms in syllogistic
inquiry, and achieves conjunction with the Active Intellect (Avicenna, 1983, 1996; Davidson,
1972).

3. Four Transformative Paradigm Shifts for Educational Reform

Applying Frankena’s inferential schema reveals that Avicenna’s framework demands four
fundamental paradigm shifts:

a. Epistemological Shift: Moving from passive, rote memorization to active demonstrative
inquiry (burhan) and the autonomous discovery of causes.

b. Somatic-Ontological Shift: Overcoming Cartesian dualism through an organic synthesis
of body and mind, recognizing humoral balance and physical vitality as epistemological
prerequisites for cognitive function.

c. Relational-Civic Shift: Transitioning from hyper-individualistic academic competition to
cooperative, peer-mediated character development (al-ta'dib bi-al-qurana’).

d. Teleological Shift: Transcending credentialist, technocratic utilitarianism toward
existential meaning-making and spiritual healing (shifa al-nafs).

Conclusion

Based on the inferential synthesis of Avicennian philosophy, five actionable policy packages
are derived to restructure contemporary schooling:

a. Reform of Assessment Systems: Phasing out standardized, rote-oriented multiple-choice
testing in favor of authentic, performance-based assessments (open-ended dialectical
problem-solving, portfolios, and oral defense).

b. Curricular Inclusion of Applied Logic: Introducing applied informal logic and
argumentation into lower secondary curricula to equip learners with analytical defenses
against sophistry and dogmatism.

¢. Somatic School Design: Restructuring school environments and daily schedules based on
Al-Qanun, ensuring natural ventilation, circadian-aligned rhythms, and mandatory movement
pauses between cognitive tasks to preserve neuro-respiratory vitality.

d. Peer-Inquiry Dialogical Learning: Reorganizing classrooms from rows of isolated desks
into collaborative peer circles (halagat al-agran) to promote interactive inquiry, civic
solidarity, and mutual character cultivation.

e. Reconceptualizing Teacher (Murabbi) Identity: Transforming teacher training from
mechanical classroom management toward the educator’s authentic role as a "physician of
the soul" (tabib al-nafs) and intellectual awakener who guides learners toward existential
wisdom.
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Abstract

The aim of this study is to examine instances of meaning and meaninglessness in education,
with reference to the thoughts of Albert Camus in the technological age. A deductive method
has been employed to extract the educational implications; in this approach, by adopting a
specific philosophical stance, its consequences and implications for the field of education are
derived. The findings indicate that the fundamental challenge of education in the age of
artificial intelligence is not merely the transmission of knowledge, but rather the preservation
of the capacity for meaning-making, human agency, and responsibility in the face of
intelligent technologies. The instances of meaning and meaninglessness identified include:
indirect versus direct education, human agency versus technological agency, ambiguity,
uncertainty, and alienation versus certainty and definitive knowledge, solidarity versus
isolation, and the creation of meaning versus the transmission of meaning. Drawing on
Camus's teachings, meaningful education should prepare learners for a conscious encounter
with meaninglessness and keep questioning alive. This study demonstrates that in the
technological age, education must emphasize human agency, responsibility, solidarity, and
the creation of meaning, rather than merely the transmission of knowledge.

Keywords: Albert Camus, Meaning and Meaninglessness, Education, Technology

Synopsis

The rapid expansion of intelligent technologies, particularly artificial intelligence, confronts
contemporary education systems with a pressing question: do these technologies deepen the
meaningfulness of education, or do they exacerbate its meaninglessness? Several
philosophers of technology, including Heidegger, Borgmann, and Gertz, have warned against
the erosive effects of technology on human values and have described modern technology as
a force of alienation or even an expression of nihilism. Ihde, by contrast, has drawn attention
to the simultaneously amplifying and reducing character of technological mediation. Against
this backdrop, the present study turns to Albert Camus, whose philosophy locates the origin
of meaninglessness not primarily in technology itself, but in the broader existential condition
of a human being confronting a silent universe that offers no ultimate answers to fundamental
questions. For Camus, this absurd confrontation need not lead to despair; rather, it can

@ (® | ©2026 The author(s). This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY 4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, as
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become the starting point for rebellion, freedom, passionate engagement with life, and the
creation of meaning. The choice of Camus over other philosophers of technology is
deliberate: unlike Heidegger's emphasis on technology as Gestell (enframing), or
posthumanist approaches that de-center human agency, Camus's existentialism foregrounds
individual meaningful action in the face of any external system that threatens to render life
meaningless—technological or otherwise. This focus on individual agency renders his
thought distinctly well-suited to examining education under conditions of pervasive
algorithmic mediation. It should also be noted that the critique advanced in this study targets
primarily algorithm-driven, recommender-style artificial intelligence that produces fixed,
predetermined answers; dialogic, generative forms of Al capable of Socratic prompting and
open-ended scenario generation are not inherently opposed to Camus's philosophy and are
discussed as potential allies of meaningful education.

Methodologically, the study employs a deductive (inferential) approach rooted in
philosophical analysis rather than empirical data collection: by adopting Camus's
philosophical stance as a starting point, the study derives its normative and practical
consequences for the field of education. Following Bagheri's three-step inferential method,
the foundational concepts of Camus's thought—absurdity, rebellion, agency, freedom,
solidarity, and the creation of meaning—were first extracted primarily from his three major
works (The Myth of Sisyphus, The Rebel, and The Plague). Each concept was then
formulated as a normative principle, and these principles were subsequently matched against
recurring concerns in the literature on artificial intelligence and education (loss of agency,
algorithmic certainty, digital isolation) to yield five explicit dichotomies of meaningful
versus meaningless education. The study explicitly acknowledges that this five-fold typology
is selective rather than exhaustive, and that formulating Camus's inherently anti-systematic
philosophy into explicit dichotomies and analytic tables carries an internal tension with the
spirit of his thought; the dichotomies are therefore offered as interpretive and heuristic tools
for reflection rather than a closed theoretical system. Complementary voices from the
existentialist and pragmatist traditions of educational philosophy—John Dewey, Maxine
Greene, and Gert Biesta—are drawn upon throughout, though Camus's thought remains the
central theoretical framework.

The findings articulate five interrelated dichotomies through which meaning and
meaninglessness manifest in technologically mediated education. First, indirect versus direct
education: following Camus's own preference for conveying philosophical truths through
narrative rather than direct exposition, the study argues that values—especially moral and
religious ones—are better cultivated indirectly, through story, art, and lived experience, than
through direct transmission, which tends to provoke resistance or superficial compliance; Al-
generated interactive narratives are discussed as a potential vehicle for such indirect
education. Second, human agency versus technological agency: drawing on Camus's
insistence that freedom is meaningful only when individuals can act against external
pressures, the study warns that over-reliance on Al risks eroding learners' independent
judgment, critical thinking, and sense of authorship over their own learning, and calls for Al
systems designed to preserve the learner's capacity to challenge or "rebel against" machine-
generated answers. Third, ambiguity, uncertainty, and estrangement versus certainty and
definitive knowledge: because Camus regards the world as fundamentally resistant to final
interpretation, the study contends that meaningful education must cultivate the capacity to
dwell in ambiguity rather than seek algorithmically generated certainty, drawing on Greene's
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concept of "de-familiarization" as a pedagogical strategy for reintroducing productive
ambiguity into the classroom. Fourth, solidarity versus isolation: extending Camus's claim
that authentic rebellion and dialogue depend on human solidarity, the study cautions that
hyper-personalized Al systems risk trapping learners in isolating "meaning bubbles,” and
recommends that Al be used to free teachers' time for deeper, dialogic engagement with
students rather than substituting for human connection. Fifth, the creation of meaning versus
the transmission of meaning: consonant with both Camus and Dewey, the study argues that
education should not treat meaning as a pre-packaged content to be delivered, but as
something learners actively create through experience, reflection, and intersubjective
dialogue—a stance that stands in tension with data-driven, "banking" models of Al-assisted
instruction.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the fundamental challenge facing education in the age of artificial
intelligence is not the transmission of knowledge but the preservation of human beings'
existential capacity for meaning-making, agency, and responsibility. Meaningful education,
informed by Camus, should prepare learners for a conscious and courageous encounter with
meaninglessness rather than shielding them from it, keeping inquiry alive rather than
foreclosing it with definitive answers. Three concrete practical recommendations are offered:
embedding "de-familiarization" exercises into curriculum design so that learners articulate
their own assumptions before consulting Al-generated answers; designing Al tools with
built-in "reflective pauses" that require learners to register their own position before receiving
further output; and incorporating learners' documented process of choice, doubt, and
revision—rather than only their final answers—into assessment. The study acknowledges its
limitations as a purely theoretical-philosophical inquiry lacking empirical validation, and
calls for future research to test these dichotomies against the lived experience of teachers and
students navigating Al-mediated classrooms.
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